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Board of Education 
Newtown, Connecticut 

 
Minutes of the joint meeting of the Board of Education, the Legislative Council and the Board of 
Finance held on September 20, 2023 at 7:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers, 3 Primrose Street, 
Newtown, CT.        
 
 D. Zukowski, Chair     C. Melillo 

J. Vouros, Vice Chair (absent)   T. Vadas 
D. Ramsey, Secretary      
D. Cruson      

 A. Plante                        
 T. Higgins         
 S. Tomai  
 
Legislative Council: Jeffery Capeci, Lisa Kessler, Michelle Embree Ku, Charles Gardner, 
Matthew Mihalcik, Tom Long, Chris Gardner, Phil Carrol, Dan Honnan, remotely attended Derek 
Pisani and William Derosa 
Board of Finance: John Madzula, Sandy Roussas, Steven Goodrich, Stephen Csordas, 
remotely attended Laura Miller 
  
Mr. Capeci called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. 
Item 1 – Board of Education Fund Balance Policy 
Ms. Zukowski reported that in November of 2021 the BOE approved the policy as provided by 
legal counsel.  Currently there are edits from the Board of Finance that the BOE has yet to 
approve.  Sandy Roussas explained that during COVID they wanted a working document that 
would guide the decision regarding the unexpended BOE budget into the non-lapsing fund.  The 
policy was approved by the BOE and LC but not the BOF.  The BOF edits made nominal and 
the purpose was to reflect proper accounting terminology. 
 
BOE MOTION: Ms. Tomai moved that the BOE approve the tri-board Non-lapsing Education 
Fund Balance Policy.  Ms. Plante seconded, all in favor. 
 
BOF MOTION: Mr. Madzula moved to approve the revised Non-lapsing Education Fund Policy.  
Ms. Roussas seconded, all in favor. 
 
LC MOTION: Mr. Gardener moved to approve the BOE Non-lapsing Education Fund policy 
between the BOE, BOF and LC.  Mr. Mihalcik seconded.  Tom Long made the correction that in 
Section 4, it should be shall only be used for educational purposes, not may, which is how the 
state statute is written. 
 
LC MOTION: Mr. Long moved to amend the motion to eliminate one edit in section 4 reversing it 
from may back to shall.  Mrs. Ku seconded, all in favor.  Original motion with amendment 
unanimously approved by roll call vote. 
 
BOE MOTION: Ms. Plante moved to reconsider the original motion approving the changes to 
the BOE Non-lapsing Fund Policy.  Mr. Higgins seconded.  Ms. Tomai moved that the BOE 
approve the tri-board Non-lapsing Education Fund Policy.  Mr. Cruson seconded.  Mr. Cruson 
moved to amend the motion to accept the changes approved by the LC.  Ms. Plante seconded, 
amendment passes unanimously.  Original motion as amended, all in favor.   
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BOF MOTION: Mr. Madzula moved that the Board of Finance approve the amendment to the  
BOE Non-lapsing Fund Policy changing may to shall in section 4.  Ms. Roussas seconded, all in 
favor 
 
BOE MOTION: Having no further business, Mr. Higgins moved to adjourn the BOE meeting at 
8:07 p.m.  Mr. Cruson seconded, all in favor. 
 
       Respectfully submitted: 
 
 
 
       _________________________________ 
              Donald Ramsey 
                   Secretary 
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