
 
  

 
PLEASE NOTE:  THIS MEETING IS NOT BEING LIVE-STREAMED AND ACCESS BY PHONE IS  
NOT AVAILABLE.  HOWEVER, IT IS BEING RECORDED AND WILL BE POSTED ON THE TOWN 
WEBSITE. 

  
 Board of Education Meeting      Reed Intermediate School Library 
 June 4, 2024        3 Trades Lane, Newtown, CT 

         6:30 p.m.-Executive Session  
         7:00 p.m.-Public Session 
 
As citizens of our community, we will conduct ourselves in accordance with Newtown’s Core Character Attributes as  
displayed in our character tree.  We will be responsible for our actions and show respect for each other.  We will interact 
peacefully, productively, and politely.  We will be trustworthy and honest and show compassion toward others.  Newtown’s 
continued success is contingent upon our ability to persevere, to follow through with our commitments, and to stay focused  
on the greater good. 

 
AGENDA 

     
 Item 1   EXECUTIVE SESSION 

• Interview Interim Superintendent Candidate 
 Item 2   PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 Item 3   CELEBRATION OF EXCELLENCE  

• Retiree Recognition 
• CABE Student Leadership Awards 
• Top 5% of the 2024 Graduating Class 

 Item 4   CONSENT AGENDA 
• Newtown High School International-Intercultural Learning Tour to South Korea 
• Correspondence Report 

 Item 5   **PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 Item 6   REPORTS 

• Chair Report 
• Superintendent’s Report 
• Committee and Liaison Reports 
• Student Representatives Report 

Item 7   OLD BUSINESS 
• Discussion and Possible Action on Policy 6153.1 Educational Tours 
• Discussion and Possible Action on Sports Literature Curriculum 
• Discussion and Possible Action on Project Adventure & Beyond Grades 7 and 

8 Curriculum 
Item 8   NEW BUSINESS 

• First Read of Grade 6 Science Curriculum 
• Action on Authorization of Check Signers for HOM Activities Account 
• Action on Minutes of May 21, 2024 
• Action on Minutes of May 28, 2024 

Item 9   PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
Item 10  EXECUTIVE SESSION 

• Discussion and Possible Action on Non-union Salaries 
Item 11  PUBLIC SESSION FOR POSSIBLE ACTION ON EXECUTIVE SESSION ITEM 
Item 12  ADJOURNMENT 
 
**During the first Public Participation, the Board welcomes commentary regarding items on the agenda.  After being recognized, 
please state your name and address for the record.  We request that speakers be respectful and limit comments to not more 
than three minutes.  The Board of Education does not discuss personnel items or student matters in public.  During the second 
Public Participation, commentary may address the agenda or may introduce issues for the Board to consider in the future.  The 
Board does not engage in dialogue during either public comment period.  If you desire more information or answers to specific 
questions, please email the BOE: NewtownBOE@newtown.k12.ct.us   

mailto:NewtownBOE@newtown.k12.ct.us


NICE International Travel Form for BOE Approval 
 
 

Type of trip: (NICE, Collaborative with ACES, Travel Agency) Collaborative with ACES 
Country: South Korea - International-Intercultural Learning Tour 
First-time visiting or repeat visit (Date of Travel) Repeat - 12/16/23 - 12/24/23 
Dates of Trip: Saturday, November 16, 2024 - Saturday, November 23, 2024 
Tentative number of students: 16 Students 
Tentative Itinerary: 
See the attached itinerary from ACES 
 
Chaperones: Susan McConnell and Jacob Thomas 
 
Link to academic learning:  
 
The US-Korea Science Collaborative Research and Education Project is sponsored in the 
United States through ACES International Education of 
Connecticut and in Korea by the Ministry of Science in Seoul. 
 
The goal of the experience is to establish an intercultural exchange through the thematic 
purpose of science. Starting in May 2024, students will participate in science research projects 
and meet monthly via Skype with their Korean counterparts. They will prepare professional 
posters utilizing universal science standards of their research to share with the Korean 
community. In addition to content learning, students will gain scientific literacy skills through 
technical reading, writing, and presentation.  
 
The intercultural exchange event will include the hosting school offering opportunities to 
interact with their students and teachers. The school will provide a campus tour of the 
premises and insights into its prominent programs and ongoing projects for students. Our 
students will present their work via PowerPoint, and the Korean students will reciprocate. There 
will be time for cultural inclusion through group activities after the formal presentations. 
 
Students will enhance their historical and cultural understanding of Korea by visiting notable 
historical sites and dining in traditional Korean restaurants. 
 
Below are the proposed research topics for our students. Not all the students listed below will be 
traveling to Korea, but representatives from each group will be present. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



   2024-2025 Korea Teams and Titles 

    

Team 1 Title 

   

How does neighborhood and built environment impact the education and 
career paths of children in poorer communities 

   

   

   

Team 2 Title 

   

The relationship between geographic location and reported 
cases of Alzheimer's 

   

   

   

Team 3 Title 

   
Defensive Measures: Targeted Approaches for Public Health 

Transmission Prevention    

   

Team 4 Title 

   
Prediction of psychological disorders based on analysis of 

behavioral patterns by machine learning    

   

Team 5 Title 

   

The effect of Rhizophagus irregularis arbuscular mycorrhizal 
colonization on the quality of water filtered by the beaded 

sedge Carex comosa 

   

   

   

Team 6 Title 



   

Development of Mechanized Vertical Farming.    

   

 
BOE authorized signature for approval:                                          Approval Date: 
Denied by BOE and reason: 













 

















































































































































Please Note: These minutes are pending Board approval. 
Board of Education 

Newtown, Connecticut 
 

Minutes of the Board of Education meeting held on May 21, 2024 at 6:30 p.m. in the Reed 
Intermediate School Library, 3 Trades Lane, Newtown, CT.        
 
 A. Plante, Chair     C. Melillo  

J. Vouros, Vice Chair     A. Uberti 
D. Ramsey, Secretary     T. Gouveia          
S. Tomai              125 Staff and Public 
C. Gilson       1 Press 
D. Linnetz           
G. Petertonjes (absent) 
I. Khazadian (absent) 
 

Mrs. Plante called the meeting to order at 6:36 p.m.  
Item 1 – Pledge of Allegiance 
Item 2 – Profiles in Professionalism 
Mr. Melillo introduced the following staff members who were receiving the Profiles in 
Professionalism awards: Carola Amb, PAL Program Teacher, Middle Gate Elementary School, 
Cindy Aponte, Technology Coordinator, Technology Department, Jennifer Brodtman, Behavior 
Therapist, Reed Intermediate School, Susan Burbank, Special Education Paraeducator, 
Newtown Middle School, Sue DaPra, Executive Administrative Assistant, Facilities Department, 
Michael Delvecchio, Lead School Security Officer, Newtown High School, Kerry Iacomini, Rise 
Program Teacher, Newtown Middle School, Andrea Martinetto, Grade 1 Teacher, Middle Gate 
Elementary School, Lauren Nash, Kindergarten Paraeducator, Middle Gate Elementary School 
Nelson Santos, Technology Support Specialist, Technology Department, Patricia Vitarelli, 
Language Arts Consultant, Hawley Elementary School, Suzanne Zimmerman, Executive 
Administrative Assistant, Newtown Middle School.  A reception followed. 
 
Item 3 - Consent Agenda 
MOTION: Mr. Leonardi moved that the Board of Education approve the consent agenda which 
includes the donations to Hawley and Sandy Hook Schools and the correspondence report.  
Mrs. Tomai seconded.   
 
Mrs. Linnetz noted that the date for the last entry on the correspondence report should be 
changed to 5/20/24. 
Motion passes unanimously. 
 
Item 4 – Public Participation 
Jessica Galterio, 8 Surrey Trail, encouraged the Board to make thoughtful adjustments to the 
budget and consider why people move to Newtown which is for the schools.   
 
Trent Harrison, NFT president, 59 Platts Hill Road, hopes the Board makes thoughtful decisions 
tonight.  When the referendum didn’t pass he reached out to teachers who might be interested 
in a retirement incentive to which 13 responded.  That would save money with retirees at the top 
of the pay scale.   
 
Aaron Cox, 31 Pond Brook Road, spoke about the educational tours policy and complimented 
the Board Policy Committee.  He wants parents along with students to receive communications 
about any trips. 
 



Board of Education    -2-    May 21, 2024 
 
Donna Albano, 8 Cobblers Mill, currently teaches Kindergarten at Hawley but will be moving to 
first grade next year.  She was concerned about losing a first grade class next year leaving us 
with higher class sizes.  She asked the Board to consider the students needs first and that 
smaller class sizes are needed.   
 
Derek Bell, 43 The Boulevard, said his daughter is in Kindergarten at Hawley this year in a 
combined classroom.  It was overwhelming for her with the large class size and she needed 
extra support.  They split the class which provided a positive effect on his daughter.  It’s a 
detriment to increasing first grade class size at Hawley. 
 
Kimberly O’Connor, 12 Grand Place, is a kindergarten parent at Hawley and is concerned about 
the elimination of a first grade teacher and its impact on students getting the support they need. 
 
Deborah Lubin, 10 Overlook Drive, teaches in Newtown and spoke about her concerns with 
more students in first grade at Hawley next year.  She asked the Board to reconsider the 
position. 
 
Item 5 – Reports 
Chair Report: Mrs. Plante thanked the community for voting again and the superintendent, 
assistant superintendent, director of business, building principals and directors for their work on 
the budget.  As a Board we will do what we can to minimize the impact on students. 
 
Superintendent’s Report: Mr. Melillo spoke about the amount of reductions and trying to 
maintain the instructional core.  We made a point to keep classroom sizes low and present what 
will maintain services in the district.   
 
Committee and Liaison Reports: 
Mrs. Linnetz spoke about the policy committee and continuing to finalize Policies 6114 
Emergencies and Disaster Preparedness and 6114.1 Fire Emergency Drills/Crisis Response 
Drills/Bus Safety Drills.  May 13 meeting received an update on policy 6163.1 Selection of 
Library Media Resources and there are some update.  The next meeting is May 31 and they 
hope to finalize the security policy.  Given the concerns of the Registrar of Voters, we will review 
policy 3152 Spending Public Funds for Advocacy to determine if there are any updates.  Also, 
there will be Federal updates to Title IX in August.  We are looking at policy 5112 which is the 
Age of Attendance.   
 
Mr. Ramsey reported that the Curriculum and Instruction Committee met and heard two 
presentations on the middle school project adventure and high school sports literature 
curriculums.  They requested going forward that the presentation slides be attached to the 
minutes.  Mrs. Uberti also updated them on professional development. 
 
Financial Report month ending April 30, 2024: 
MOTION: Mr. Leonardi moved that the Board of Education approve the financial report and 
transfers for the month ending April 30, 2024.  Mr. Vouros seconded.    
Ms. Gouveia presented the report.   
Motion passes unanimously. 
 
Item 6 – Old Business 
Discussion and Possible Action on 2024-2025 Budget: 
MOTION: Mr. Leonardi moved that the Board of Education approve the recommended 2024-
2025 budget adjustments totaling $1,936,436.  Mr. Vouros seconded. 
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Mr. Melillo and Ms. Gouveia gave an overview of the budget adjustments and the rationale for 
making them.     
 
The Board members asked questions and discussed the following budget reductions: 
BCBA position 
Elementary Spanish positions 
Head O’Meadow 4th grade position 
Hawley 1st grade position 
Health and Wellness Coordinator position 
Nixon and Company Consulting 
Middle and High School Dean of Students positions 
Non-certified Allowance to offset turnover and unfilled positions 
Middle School Assistant Softball Coach and Assistant Baseball Coach 
Security Guard increases 
Rosetta Stone at the middle school 
Newtown High School athletic contracted services 
School level supplies 
 
Mrs. Plante suggested the following adjustments: preserve the two elementary teachers for 
$134,278, remove the existing part-time Health and Wellness Coordinator position for $46,077, 
remove the part-time athletic trainer and replace it with $16,000 back into the high school 
athletics contracted services for a $13,400 savings, use the excess $38,839 adjusted from the 
administration’s list of proposed budget reductions, increase the non-certified allowance by 
$20,000, and remove $16,801 from the existing line items.  The Board agreed on these 
adjustments to reach the total amount in the motion. 
 
Motion passes unanimously. 
 
MOTION: Mr. Leonardi moved that the Board of Education allow the Director of Business to 
make any mathematical or other adjustments necessary to balance this budget.  Mr. Vouros 
seconded.  Motion passes unanimously. 
 
Theater Design Curriculum: 
MOTION: Mr. Leonardi moved that the Board of Education approve the Theater Design 
Curriculum.  Mr. Vouros seconded.  Motion passes unanimously. 
 
Item 7 – New Business 
Chartwells Contract Renewal: 
MOTION: Mr. Leonardi moved that the Board of Education approve a one-year renewal 
“Amendment No.1” to Compass Groups USA, Inc., by and through its Chartwells Division initial 
agreement for food services dated August 23, 2022 with an effective date of July 1, 2024 
through June 30, 2025.  The terms and conditions in the original agreement as amended will 
apply.  Mr. Ramsey seconded.  Motion passes unanimously. 
 
First Read of Policy 6153.1 Educational Tours: 
Mrs. Linnetz noted that this was a new policy to the district.   
 
First Read of Sports Literature Curriculum and Project Adventure & Beyond Grades 7 and 8 
Curriculums Mr. Ramsey spoke about in the committee reports. 
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Mrs. Linnetz asked how project adventure curriculum moved from the fifth and sixth grades to 
the middle and high school.   
Mr. Melillo suggested a future project adventure presentation to the Board. 
 
Minutes of May 7, 2024: 
MOTION: Mr. Leonardi moved that the Board of Education approve the minutes of May 7, 2024.  
Mr. Ramsey seconded.  Motion passes unanimously.   
 
Item 8 – Public Participation 
MOTION: Mr. Vouros moved to adjourn.  Mr. Gilson seconded.  Motion passes unanimously.   
 
Item 9 – Adjournment  
The meeting adjourned at 10:27 p.m. 
 
      Respectfully submitted: 
 
 
 
      ____________________________________ 
               Donald Ramsey 
         Secretary 
  



 
Board of Education 

Newtown, Connecticut 
 

 
Minutes of the Board of Education special virtual meeting on May 28, 2024 at 6:00 p.m.      
          

A. Plante, Chair     Mary Broderick, CABE 
J. Vouros, Vice Chair   5 Public  
D. Ramsey, Secretary   

 S. Tomai 
 C. Gilson 
 D. Linnetz 
 B. Leonardi (absent) 
  
 
Call to Order 
Mrs. Plante called the meeting to order at 6:01 p.m. 
 
Presentation and Discussion on Updated Leadership Profile for Superintendent Search 
Mary Broderick presented her updated Superintendent Leadership Profile based on the 331 
responses to the Board of Education’s recent survey.   
 
MOTION: Mr. Gilson moved to add Public Participation as an agenda item.  Mr. Ramsey 
seconded.  Motion passes unanimously. 
 
Public Participation – None 
 
MOTION: Mr. Gilson moved to adjourn.  Mr. Ramsey seconded.  Motion passes unanimously. 
 
Adjournment 
The meeting adjourned at 6:28 p.m. 
 
      Respectfully Submitted: 
 
 
 
      ____________________________________ 
               Donald Ramsey 
                    Secretary 
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