To view this meeting, the livestream link is: https://vimeo.com/event/729428

To make a public comment, the call in number is (US) 1-260-502-5098
The PIN is 492 637 063#

Board of Education Meeting Council Chambers
March 19, 2024 3 Primrose Street, Newtown, CT
7:00 p.m.-Public Session

As citizens of our community, we will conduct ourselves in accordance with Newtown’s Core Character Aftributes as
displayed in our character tree. We will be responsible for our actions and show respect for each other. We will interact
peacefully, productively, and politely. We will be trustworthy and honest and show compassion toward others. Newtown’s
continued success is contingent upon our ability to persevere, to follow through with our commitments, and to stay focused
on the greater good.

AGENDA

ltem 1 PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
ltem 2 VOTE TO FILL BOARD OF EDUCATION VACANCY
ltem 3 CELEBRATION OF EXCELLENCE

¢ Newtown High School SWC Champions
ltem 4 CONSENT AGENDA

e Correspondence Report
ltem 5 **PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
ltem 6 REPORTS

e Chair Report

e Superintendent’s Report

e Committee and Liaison Reports

e Student Representatives Report

e Action on Financial Report Month Ending February 29, 2024
Item 7 OLD BUSINESS

e Strategic Plan Update

e Action on Policy 3542.22 Food Service Personnel — Code of Conduct
e Action on Policy 6114.6 Emergency Closings
e Action on Modern U.S. History Curriculum
e Action on American Government and Politics Curriculum
ltem 8 NEW BUSINESS

¢ Discussion and Possible Action on Newtown Middle School Moving Up
Ceremony and Newtown High School Graduation Dates

e Action on Minutes of March 5, 2024

e Action on Minutes of March 11, 2024

ltem 9 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Item10 ADJOURNMENT

**During the first Public Participation, the Board welcomes commentary regarding items on the agenda. After being recognized,
please state your name and address for the record. We request that speakers be respectful and limit comments to not more
than three minutes. The Board of Education does not discuss personnel items or student matters in public. During the second
Public Participation, commentary may address the agenda or may introduce issues for the Board to consider in the future. The
Board does not engage in dialogue during either public comment period. If you desire more information or answers to specific
questions, please email the BOE: NewtownBOE@newtown.k12.ct.us



https://vimeo.com/event/729428
mailto:NewtownBOE@newtown.k12.ct.us

NEWTOWN BOARD OF EDUCATION
MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORT
FEBRUARY 29, 2024

SUMMARY

The eight financial report for the year continues to provide year to date expenditures, encumbrances
and information for anticipated obligations. Many of the accounts within our major objects have
been forecasted as “full budget spend” in order to more accurately project an estimated year-end
balance. These balances are monitored closely and adjusted each month in order to capture any
changes and fluctuations that occur throughout the year.

During the month of February, the district spent approximately $8.6M for all operations. About
$4.3M was spent on salaries with the remaining balance of $4.3M spent on all other objects (this
includes the last payment for our health benefit fund of $2.4M).

The change over the last month’s year-end projection has resulted in a decrease of -$41,925; now
showing a total projected balance of $366,121. There were slight changes throughout the majority
of the major objects with the most notable being found in non-certified salaries.

SALARY OBJECT

The overall salary object currently displays a positive position of $213,723; decreasing over the
prior month by -$67,851. The salary object continues to drive our year-end balance and we
anticipate that it will remain positive though the remainder of the year.

e CERTIFIED SALARIES - the overall balance in this sub-object is showing a positive
position of $62,606, decreasing slightly over the prior month projection by -$1,612. We
currently have one opening for a school psychologist at the Hawley School and several
teachers out on leave. All of these openings have been projected to be filled and included in
our anticipated obligations.

o NON-CERTIFIED SALARIES - the overall balance in this sub-object is also showing a
positive position of $151,117, decreasing over the prior month by -$66,239. The driver
behind this decrease can be found in the paraeducator account as we have filled half of our
open positions, leaving 11 openings.

EMPLOYEE BENEFITS - the overall balance in this object is showing a negative balance of
-$37,865. This is due to the higher than usual unemployment costs, now showing a negative balance
of -$40,881. However, we are beginning to see a small balance emerge from our medical line which
has to do with our long-term disability costs coming in lower than anticipated.

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES — now showing a negative balance of -$59,855, improving over the
prior month by $18,155.

e This object is made up of legal fees, specialized testing for special ed students, other
specialized services along with staff training. The negative balance here, is driven by the
SLP services that are in place to cover two teachers out on leave (approx. -$43,000) as well
as a 1:1 nursing service for a student (approx. -$37,000). These two services were detailed in
last month’s report and a transfer of $22,000 was requested to cover a portion of this
deficit.
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PURCHASED PROPERTY SERVICES - now showing a positive position of $20,286;
decreasing by $1,000 over the prior month.

During the month of February, we experienced quite a few building repairs, most notably at the
Middle and High Schools. However, overall our building site and emergency repair accounts
continue to be in good standing and we are not anticipating to be over budget. We will be
monitoring these accounts closely and will keep the board apprised of any significant changes.

e The Middle School has undergone quite a few problems with one of its’ boilers. Back in
January, we utilized our maintenance staff to address some of the repairs as well as having
experts come in. Despite the numerous attempts to repair the unit, the final diagnosis was a
full replacement. The new boiler was ordered in February and will be covered under
warranty; however, there will be incidental costs for the removal of the old and installation
of the new unit, totaling approximately $20,000. Additional costs were incurred for the
rental of a temporary boiler as well as the oil used to run the equipment and this information
was detailed in last month’s report.

e The High School has been experiencing numerous leaks in the roof around the auditorium
and C-Wing. This rooftop is very old and brittle and is no longer able to keep the water from
penetrating. A new roof is inevitable and will be included in our CIP; however, until that
time we must continue to make repairs. We are looking into a type of a semi-permanent
membrane or covering that can be used until total restoration of the roof occurs in hopes of
reducing the constant repair costs. Year to date we have spent approximately $33,000 in roof
repairs for the High School.

e The elementary and intermediate schools have not seen as many repairs and if all goes well,
we can use the balances in these accounts to offset the large costs that have incurred at the
Middle and High School. As of now, we are still projecting that in total, this line item will
come in at budget.

OTHER PURCHASED SERVICES - the overall position of this object is displaying a negative
balance of -$43,758, decreasing by $9,292 over the prior month.

e Transportation - we are now experiencing a deficit in this account, having incurred
additional costs in both in-district and out of district line items. Currently, we have two
families that have been displaced; temporarily located in New Milford and Roxbury. We are
now estimating that these students will need to be transported through the end of the year.
The additional costs here could be as high as $80,000, sending the in-district transportation
account into the red by $40,000. We have also added an additional out of district run, with
an estimated cost of around $30,000. Combined, the transportation line item has now gone
from a deficit of -$3,000 to -$72,000.

e Out-of-District Tuition — this sub-object is now in a better position, having released
approximately $40,000 in encumbered costs for 1:1 services. These services can vary from
speech to behavioral intervention and they are typically encumbered at the beginning of the
year. As months go by, we review our y.t.d. expenditures and adjust the encumbrance if
necessary. This sub-object also includes estimated costs for anticipated outplacements and
we are hopeful that this account will remain in good standing.
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SUPPLIES - the overall position of this object is showing a positive balance of $174,478, reducing
over the prior month by $3,522.

e Electric — these accounts continue to drive our surplus, now showing an estimated year-end
balance of $120,000. Again, this surplus can be attributed to our virtual net metering
program.

e Natural gas and Oil — the estimated balance in these accounts has increased over the prior
month by $18,000; now showing an anticipated year-end balance of $47,000. With the
exception of Head O’Meadow Elementary School, all of our schools rely on natural gas for
heating and the balance here can be attributed to the warmer than usual winter months.

e Heating QOil — the negative balance shown here is attributed to the oil required to run the
temporary boiler at the Middle School. We are hopeful that the new boiler will be back on
line by the end of the month and we can revert our heating source back to natural gas. As we
get closer to year-end, we will most likely request a transfer from natural gas to cover the
deficit in our oil accounts.

e Fuel for Vehicles — we continue to see a balance here of $15,000 and we are still waiting to
receive a check in the amount of $76,883 for the excise tax credit (for the use of alternative
fuel in our buses). We have not included this credit in our projection as we want to wait until
the payment is in hand. In the past, we have seen fluctuations and extremely late payments
from this program and do not want to prematurely report a large surplus.

ALL OTHER OBJECTS
Our account-by-account analysis will continue throughout the year and we will keep the board
apprised of any issues or concerns as they arise.

EMERGENCY REPAIRS

We had another emergency repair at our Middle School for the replacement of the fire panel that
was damaged beyond the point of operation. The failure was a direct result of the boiler issues,
stemming from variable speed pumps that created voltage fluctuations, eventually frying the circuit
board. The new panel will be wired differently in order to prevent this from occurring again in the
future.

REVENUE

The board of education received $11,218 in tuition and $26,886 for our health grant. This grant pays
for a portion of our nursing salaries for services at Newtown’s’ non-public schools. The revenue
received from these two items will be deposited in the Town’s general fund.

We also received a portion of our excess cost grant revenue, totaling $1,219,625 which equates to
about 68% of the gross receipt. This revenue is deposited into the BoE general fund to be used as a
direct offset to out-of-district tuition, transportation and specialized salaries as allowed by law.

Tanja Gouveia
Director of Business
March 12, 2024



NEWTOWN BOARD OF EDUCATION
2023-24 BUDGET SUMMARY REPORT
FOR THE MONTH ENDING FEBRUARY 29, 2024

2023- 2024 YTD
OBJECT EXPENDED APPROVED TRANSFERS CURRENT YTD ANTICIPATED PROJECTED %
CODE EXPENSE CATEGORY 2022 - 2023 BUDGET 2023- 2024 BUDGET EXPENDITURE ENCUMBER BALANCE OBLIGATIONS BALANCE EXP
GENERAL FUND BUDGET
100 SALARIES $ 53,196,025 $ 55,194,736  $ 60,633 55,255,369 31,045,368 23,212,762 997,238  § 783,515 213,723 99.61%
200 EMPLOYEE BENEFITS $ 11,895,625 § 12,775,678 $ 21,500 12,797,178 11,841,912 105,170 850,096 § 887,962 (37,865)  100.30%
300 PROFESSIONAL SERVICES $ 606,860 $ 597,698 $ 21,725 619,423 392,819 153,127 73,478 $ 133,332 (59,855)  109.66%
400 PURCHASED PROPERTY SERV. $ 1,771,351  $ 1,807,982 $ (3,180) 1,804,802 1,058,649 360,405 385,748  § 365,461 20,286 98.88%
500 OTHER PURCHASED SERVICES $ 10,671,028 § 10,779,567 $ 77,367 10,856,934 7,812,222 3,711,957 (667,245) $ (623,487) (43,758)  100.40%
600 SUPPLIES $ 3,195,338 § 3,177,330 $ 2,060 3,179,390 1,893,627 90,696 1,195,067 § 1,020,589 174,478 94.51%
700 PROPERTY $ 540,847 $ 560,749 $ (180,105) 380,644 133,046 26,557 221,042 $ 221,930 (889) 100.23%
800 MISCELLANEOUS $ 75,483 $ 75911 $ - 75911 68,949 6,525 438 § 438 - 100.00%
910 SPECIAL ED CONTINGENCY $ - S 100,000 $ - 100,000 - - 100,000 $ - 100,000 0.00%
TOTAL GENERAL FUND BUDGET $ 81,952,557 § 85,069,651 § - 85,069,651 54,246,591 27,667,199 3,155,861 § 2,789,740 366,121 99.57%
900 TRANSFER NON-LAPSING (unaudited) $ 182,082
this amount has been recommended for transfer into the BoE's Non-Lapsing Fund
GRAND TOTAL $ 82,134,639 $ 85,069,651 $ - 85,069,651 54,246,591 27,667,199 3,155,861 § 2,789,740 366,121 99.57%



NEWTOWN BOARD OF EDUCATION
2023-24 BUDGET SUMMARY REPORT
FOR THE MONTH ENDING FEBRUARY 29, 2024

2023- 2024 YTD
OBJECT EXPENDED APPROVED TRANSFERS CURRENT YTD ANTICIPATED PROJECTED %
CODE EXPENSE CATEGORY 2022 - 2023 BUDGET 2023- 2024 BUDGET EXPENDITURE ENCUMBER BALANCE OBLIGATIONS BALANCE EXP
100 SALARIES
Administrative Salaries $ 4,208,912 $ 4,253,224 § 84,655 § 4,337,879 § 2,756,535 $ 1,581,819 § (474) $ 3,710 $ (4,184)  100.10%
Teachers & Specialists Salaries $ 33,987,089 $ 35,332,530 $ (201,126) $ 35,131,404 $ 18,949,926 $ 16,081,229 $ 100,249 $ 67,187 $ 33,062 99.91%
Early Retirement $ 89,000 $ 13,000 $ - $ 13,000 $ 13,000 $ - $ - $ - $ - 100.00%
Continuing Ed./Summer School $ 100,943 § 112,606 $ 1,583  $ 114,189 $ 93,508 $ 18,813 § 1,868 $ 1,868 $ - 100.00%
Homebound & Tutors Salaries $ 184,211 § 198,460 $ - $ 198,460 § 91,438 § 43,453 $ 63,569 $ 38,145 § 25,424 87.19%
Certified Substitutes $ 787,241 $ 760,023 $ - $ 760,023 $ 415,640 $ 166,428 $ 177,955 § 169,413 § 8,543 98.88%
Coaching/Activities $ 719,019 § 688,567 $ - $ 688,567 § 390,854 $ 4,034 $ 293,679 $ 293,717 $ (38)  100.01%
Staff & Program Development $ 128,011 § 130,250 $ - $ 130,250 $ 42,809 $ 73,934 § 13,508 $ 13,708 $ (200)  100.15%
CERTIFIED SALARIES $ 40,204,427 $ 41,488,660 $ (114,888) $ 41,373,772 $ 22,753,710 $ 17,969,709 § 650,353 § 587,747 § 62,606  99.85%
Supervisors & Technology Salaries $ 1,000,730 $ 1,020,284 $ 27,057 $ 1,047,341 $ 634972 $ 353,001 $ 59,367 $ 57,390 $ 1,978 99.81%
Clerical & Secretarial Salaries $ 2,326,236 $ 2,420,059 $ 53,116 8 2,473,175  $ 1,547,816 $ 936,199 § (10,840) $ - $ (10,840)  100.44%
Paraeducators $ 2,885,257 § 3,023,349 § - $ 3,023,349 $ 1,608,188 § 1,198,387 § 216,775 $ 60,000 $ 156,775  94.81%
Nurses & Medical Advisors $ 892,743  § 957,221 ' § - $ 957,221 § 514,135 § 432,999 $ 10,087 $ 11,466 S (1,379)  100.14%
Custodial & Maint. Salaries $ 3,249,642 $ 3,391,717 $ 72,039 $ 3,463,756 $ 2,167,163 § 1,289,692 § 6,901 § 16,743 $ (9,842)  100.28%
Non-Certied Adj $ - $ 191,783  § (191,783) $ - $ - $ - N - $ - $ - #DIV/0!
Career/Job Salaries $ 158,051 § 180,335 § 1,714 $ 182,049 $ 115,141 § 95,551 § (28,643) $ (34,600) $ 5,957  96.73%
Special Education Svcs Salaries $ 1,378,049 $ 1,437,033 § 203,378 $ 1,640,411 $ 1,015,524 $ 643,904 $ (19,017) $ (43,961) $ 24,944  98.48%
Security Salaries & Attendance $ 652,247 $ 700,574 $ - $ 700,574 $ 429,229 § 283,554 § (12,209) $ 111 8 (12,320)  101.76%
Extra Work - Non-Cert. $ 123,294 § 115,721 § 10,000 8 125,721  § 79,474 $ 9,767 $ 36,480 8§ 36,519 8§ (39)  100.03%
Custodial & Maint. Overtime $ 290,185 § 236,000 $ - S 236,000 $ 154,347 § - $ 81,653 $ 85,770 $ (4,117)  101.74%
Civic Activities/Park & Rec. $ 35,166 $ 32,000 $ - $ 32,000 § 25,670 $ - $ 6,330 § 6,330 § - 100.00%
NON-CERTIFIED SALARIES $ 12,991,598 $ 13,706,076  $ 175,521 § 13,881,597 $ 8,291,658 $ 5,243,053 $ 346,885 $ 195,768 § 151,117 98.91%
SUBTOTAL SALARIES $ 53,196,025 $ 55,194,736 $ 60,633 $ 55,255,369 $ 31,045,368 $ 23,212,762 $ 997,238 § 783,515 $ 213,723 99.61%
200 EMPLOYEE BENEFITS
Medical & Dental Expenses $ 8,772,698 $ 9,556,747  $ - $ 9,556,747 $ 9,540,636  $ 705§ 15,406 $ 12,406 $ 3,000 99.97%
Life Insurance $ 89,281 § 88,000 $ - N 88,000 § 58,668 $ - $ 29,332 § 29,332 § - 100.00%
FICA & Medicare $ 1,651,662 $ 1,702,277 $ - $ 1,702,277  $ 1,016,386 $ - $ 685,891 $ 685,891 $ - 100.00%
Pensions $ 905,790 $ 931,687 $ 21,500 8 953,187 § 840,472 $ 6,125 § 106,590 $ 106,590 $ - 100.00%
Unemployment & Employee Assist. $ 52,413 $ 81,600 $ - $ 81,600 $ 68,739 $ - $ 12,861 $ 53,742 $ (40,881)  150.10%
Workers Compensation $ 423,781 § 415,367 $ - $ 415,367 $ 317,012 § 98,340 § 16 $ - $ 16 100.00%
SUBTOTAL EMPLOYEE BENEFITS $  11,895625 $ 12,775,678 $ 21,500 $ 12,797,178 $ 11,841,912 § 105,170 $ 850,096 $ 887,962 $ (37,865)  100.30%



NEWTOWN BOARD OF EDUCATION
2023-24 BUDGET SUMMARY REPORT
FOR THE MONTH ENDING FEBRUARY 29, 2024

2023- 2024 YTD
OBJECT EXPENDED APPROVED TRANSFERS CURRENT YTD ANTICIPATED PROJECTED %
CODE EXPENSE CATEGORY 2022 - 2023 BUDGET 2023- 2024 BUDGET EXPENDITURE ENCUMBER BALANCE OBLIGATIONS BALANCE EXP
300 PROFESSIONAL SERVICES
Professional Services $ 497,713 § 436,643 § 22,000 $ 458,643 $ 296,995 § 140,241 $ 21,407 $ 81,261 §$ (59,855)  113.05%
Professional Educational Serv. $ 109,147 § 161,055 § (275) $ 160,780 $ 95,824 $ 12,885 $ 52,071 § 52,071 $ - 100.00%
SUBTOTAL PROFESSIONAL SERYV. $ 606,860 $ 597,698 § 21,725 § 619,423 § 392,819 § 153,127 § 73478 $ 133332 § (59,855)  109.66%
400 PURCHASED PROPERTY SERV.
Buildings & Grounds Contracted Svc. $ 691,835 § 691,550 $ - $ 691,550 § 460,157 $ 141,512 § 89,881 § 89,881 § - 100.00%
Utility Services - Water & Sewer $ 122,590 $ 135,620 $ - $ 135,620 $ 56,155 $ - $ 79,465 $ 59,465 $ 20,000 85.25%
Building, Site & Emergency Repairs $ 507,151 $ 475,000 $ - $ 475,000 $ 245284 § 155,367 $ 74,349 § 74,349 $ - 100.00%
Equipment Repairs $ 218,088 § 249,170 § (3,180) $ 245,990 $ 131,800 $ 16,801 $ 97,390 $ 97,390 $ - 100.00%
Rentals - Building & Equipment $ 231,687 $ 256,642 $ - $ 256,642 § 165,254  § 46,725 $ 44,663 $ 44,377 $ 286 99.89%
Building & Site Improvements $ - $ - $ - $ - $ - $ - $ - $ - $ -
SUBTOTAL PUR. PROPERTY SERYV. $ 1,771,351  $§ 1,807,982 $ (3,180) $ 1,804,802 § 1,058,649 $ 360,405 $ 385,748 $ 365,461 $ 20,286 98.88%
500 OTHER PURCHASED SERVICES
Contracted Services $ 1,299,344  § 904,744 $ 77,367 $ 982,111 $ 785,577 $ 95,566 $ 100,968 $ 100,968 $ - 100.00%
Transportation Services $ 4,596,980 $ 4,907,573 § o $ 4,907,573 $ 3,118,075 $ 1,434,451 § 355,046 $ 427,046 $ (72,000)  101.47%
Insurance - Property & Liability $ 443316 $ 446,219 § - $ 446,219 $ 324,770  $ 87,285 § 34,165 $ 34,165 $ - 100.00%
Communications $ 179,879 $ 174,170  $ - $ 174,170 $ 145,172 $ 43,260 $ (14,262) $ 2,693 § (16,955)  109.73%
Printing Services $ 25,262 $ 22,966 $ - $ 22,966 $ 7,339 § 2,560 $ 13,067 $ 14,124 § (1,057)  104.60%
Tuition - Out of District $ 3,883,847 § 4,072,363 $ o $ 4,072,363 $ 3,308,967 $ 2,017,465 $ (1,254,069) $ (1,300,323) $ 46,254 98.86%
Student Travel & Staff Mileage $ 242,400 § 251,532 § - $ 251,532 $ 122,322 § 31,370 $ 97,841 § 97,841 § - 100.00%
SUBTOTAL OTHER PURCHASED SERYV. $ 10,671,028 § 10,779,567  $ 77,367 $ 10,856,934 $ 7,812,222 § 3,711,957 § (667,245) $ (623,487) $ (43,758)  100.40%
600 SUPPLIES
Instructional & Library Supplies $ 944,749 $ 792,074 $ 2,060 $ 794,134 $ 528,537 $ 59,990 $ 205,607 $ 205,607 $ - 100.00%
Software, Medical & Office Supplies $ 221,527 $ 198,452 § - $ 198,452 $ 121,233 § 13,204 $ 64,016 $ 64,016 § - 100.00%
Plant Supplies $ 398,008 $ 365,600 $ - $ 365,600 $ 216,244 § 16,828 $ 132,528  § 132,528  § - 100.00%
Electric $ 303,101 $ 950,982 $ - $ 950,982 § 601,727  $ - $ 349,255  § 229,255 $ 120,000 87.38%
Propane & Natural Gas $ 472,827 § 469,981 § - $ 469,981 $ 204,550 § - $ 265,431 § 218,431 § 47,000 90.00%
Heating Oil $ 93,031 $ 94,098 $ - $ 94,098 § 51,615 $ - $ 42,483 § 50,005 $ (7,522)  107.99%
Fuel for Vehicles & Equip. $ 130,729 $ 238,356 § - $ 238,356 $ 130,575  $ - $ 107,781 $ 92,781 §$ 15,000 93.71%
Textbooks $ 631,365 $ 67,787 $ - $ 67,787 § 39,145 $ 675 § 27,967 $ 27,967 $ - 100.00%
SUBTOTAL SUPPLIES $ 3,195,338 § 3,177,330 $ 2,060 $ 3,179,390 $ 1,893,627 $ 90,696 $ 1,195,067 $ 1,020,589 $ 174,478 94.51%



NEWTOWN BOARD OF EDUCATION
2023-24 BUDGET SUMMARY REPORT
FOR THE MONTH ENDING FEBRUARY 29, 2024

2023- 2024 YTD
OBJECT EXPENDED APPROVED TRANSFERS CURRENT YTD ANTICIPATED PROJECTED %
CODE EXPENSE CATEGORY 2022 - 2023 BUDGET 2023- 2024 BUDGET EXPENDITURE ENCUMBER BALANCE OBLIGATIONS BALANCE EXP
700 PROPERTY
Technology Equipment $ 355,440 422,996 $ (181,500) $ 241,496 $ 109,429 $ 17,838 $ 114,229 § 114,229 $ - 100.00%
Other Equipment $ 185,407 137,753  § 1,395 § 139,148 § 23,617 $ 8,719 § 106,813  § 107,701  § (889)  100.64%
SUBTOTAL PROPERTY $ 540,847 560,749 § (180,105) $ 380,644 § 133,046 $ 26,557 $ 221,042 $ 221,930 $ (889)  100.23%
800 MISCELLANEOUS
Memberships $ 75,483 75911 8§ - $ 75911 § 68,949 § 6,525 § 438§ 438  § - 100.00%
SUBTOTAL MISCELLANEOUS $ 75,483 75911 §$ - $ 75911 $ 68,949 $ 6,525 § 438 $ 438 $ - 100.00%
910 SPECIAL ED CONTINGENCY $ - 100,000 $ - $ 100,000 $ - $ - $ 100,000 $ - $ 100,000 0.00%
TOTAL LOCAL BUDGET $ 81,952,557 85,069,651 § - $ 85,069,651 $ 54,246,591 $ 27,667,199 $ 3,155,861 $ 2,789,740 $ 366,121 99.57%
900 Transfer to Non-Lapsing
GRAND TOTAL $ 81,952,557 85,069,651 $ - $ 85,069,651 $ 54,246,591 $ 27,667,199 $ 3,155,861 $ 2,789,740 $ 366,121 99.57%
SPECTAL REVENUES
EXCESS COST GRANT REVENUE EXPENDED APPROVED SUBMITTED PROJECTED ESTIMATED VARIANCE % TO
2022-2023 BUDGET 1-Mar 3/1/2024 @ 68% Total to Budget FEB DEPOSIT | MAY DEPOSIT | BUDGET
51266  |Special Education Sves Salaries ECG 3 (7,750) $ - 3 (49,319) 8 (49,319) 8 (49,319) $ 49,319 | $ 33,747 #DIV/0!
54116  |Transportation Services - ECG $ (489,642) $ (408,408) $ (394,619) § (394,619) $ (394,619) $ (13,789)] $ 270,026 96.62%
54160  |Tuition - Out of District ECG 3 (1,373,396) $ (1,423,941) § (1,338,441) $ (1,338,441) § (1,338,441) $ (85,500)] $ 915,852 94.00%
Total $ (1,870,788) $ (1,832,349) $ (1,782,379) § (1,782,379) 8 (1,782,379) $ (49,970)| $ 1,219,625 | $ - 97.27%
Total* $ 1,219,625
*75% of Jan Proj
SDE MAGNET TRASNPORTATION GRANT $ (13,000) $ (15,600) $ (15,600) $ - 100.00%
OTHER REVENUES
APPROVED %
BOARD OF EDUCATION FEES & CHARGES - SERVICES BUDGET ANTICIPATED RECEIVED BALANCE RECEIVED
LOCAL TUITION $37,620 $37,620 $34,089 $3,531 90.62%
HIGH SCHOOL FEES FOR PARKING PERMITS $30,000 $30,000 $30,000 0.00%
MISCELLANEOUS FEES $6,000 $6,000 $5,167 $833 86.12%
TOTAL SCHOOL GENERATED FEES $73,620 $39,256 $34,364 53.32%
OTHER GRANTS TOTAL BUDGET 21-22 EXPENSED  22-23 EXPENSED ENCUMBER BALANCE % EXPENSED
214 ESSER1II - 9/30/2023 $625,532 $573,735 $51,797 $0 100.00%
218 ESSER 1II (estimated $809k for 21-22 use) 9/30/2024 $1,253,726 $709,840 $535,658 $8,229 99.34%
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STRATEGIC PRIORITIES

Ensure Stimulating, Engaging,
and Challenging Learning
Opportunities Tailored to the
Individual Needs of Students

Prepare Students to Thrive Post-

Strategic Priorities graduation

Hire, Retain, and Develop a
Diverse and Exceptional Faculty
and Staff

Strengthen District, Family, and
Community Partnership




Core Values

Safety
Respect

Inclusion, Belonging, and Diversity

Integrity

Excellence through Continuous
Improvement

Collaboration

NEWTOWN PUBLIC
SCHOOL DISTRICT
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Portrait of the Graduate
@ Critical and Independent Thinking




To ensure stimulating, engaging, and challenging learning
opportunities tailored to individual student needs

RN cu“;;:vo_;'d predictions.

. 8<i12
. Model writing an inequality statement such as

=
Strategies:

« Actively engage and expand learning walks to enhance professional
development, instructional improvement, data collection, and improve
school culture.

Implement new reading program (K-5)
Pilot (6-8 ) reading program

Supporting year three of Bridges Mathematics (K-5) and year two of Into
MaF%ﬁ (6-8)g / 2 ° /

Provide feedback and professional learning to staff regarding instructional &
practice and strategies

Use iReady Personal Pathways and Interim Assessment Blocks to provide
teachers and students ongoing feedback on student processes and
targeted instruction for support and enrichment.

Initial roll out at NHS of the Portrait of the Graduate initiative, aimed at
defining the essential skills, attributes, and competencies that students
should possess upon graduation

Development of a Kindergarten Readiness program that will provide
learners with essential academic, social, and emotional skills

Supporting and enhancing Multi-Tiered System of Supports (MTSS




Learning Walk Data

. Asof March 7, 2024, 289 Learning Walks have been conducted districtwide

Districtwide Strengths:

Conceptual Connections: Most students are aware of the purpose of learning

Guiding questions, written and oral questions can be best classified as: Combination
of Factual and Conceptual

The learning environment is responsive to and respectful of the learning needs of all
students.

Relationships between students and staff are consistently positive and respectful

Most students are actively engaged in the learning




Learning Walk Data

Districtwide Opportunities for Growth

Learning Experiences/Rigor: Student learning experiences: The learning task is best
classified as DOK 3 or 4

Guiding questions, written and oral questions can be best classified as: Combination
of Factual, Conceptual and Provocative

Ownership of Learning: The classroom learning environment can best be described
as: Student Centered and/or Students Working Collaboratively

Feedback to Students: The feedback to the student(s) is actionable and specific to
the learners' needs (ex. You’ve found two solutions for this task. Do you think
there are others? How might you find out?”)




Reading Program Implementation

Literacy program pilot and adoption 2022-2025

22-23 23-24 24-25




K-5 Imagine Learning:EL Education Program

Imagine Learning - EL Education

Habits of Character: Social Emotional Learning Focus
Explicit Differentiated Teaching Supports & Strategies




K-5 Implementation Highlights
Standards Based Rigorous and Relevant Instruction

Standards Based Formative and Summative Assessments

Embedded Performance Tasks

Building of Background Knowledge that enables students to engage in reading,

writing, and discourse

Explicit vocabulary, grammar, usage and mechanics instruction
Cross disciplinary connections to Science and Social Studies

Habits of Character instruction embedded throughout the program
Imagine Learning Classroom (ILC) Platform

Better Lesson Professional Development throughout the year




6-8 Reading Pilot Implementation

Description of the Literacy Programs

Imagine Learning EL Education 6-8 (2020)

Imagine Learning EL Education is a comprehensive ELA 6-8
program that equips teachers to fully implement the CCSS
Literacy in a manner that is rigorous, culturally relevant,
coherent, engaging, and accessible to all learners.

A program that emphasizes:

A content based,integrated approach

Connections to real-world content and engaging texts
Expanded view on student achievement

Student thinking, collaboration and respect *-

ahwNE

Backward Design —

Received one of the highest ratings on EdReports

for

Do e Lwsmmsimg B0 0 o mioms 10 B

HMH Into Literature (2021)

HMH Into Literature is a CCSS Literacy aligned,
comprehensive 6-8 literacy program, that emphasizes
diverse, culturally relevant texts that connect with
students’ lives, builds confidence, standards mastery,
and college and career readiness for every learning in
the classroom.

HMH Into Literature is a 6—-12 literacy curriculum
designed to inspire students to love reading, hone
their speaking and writing voices, and communicate
with the world.

As with Imagine Learning EL Education, Into Literature
received one of the highest ratings available for 6-8
literacy programs on the market.




Selection Process Timeline

v
v
v
v
v
v
v
v
v
a
a
a

Informational meeting with grades 6-8 teachers — April 2023

Assignment of teachers to specific resources & follow-up notification — May 2023
Implementation PD for both pilot teams — August 2023

Fall/Back to School - Pilot Begins — September 2023

Ongoing Professional Development September, October and November 2023
Informal walk-throughs conducted by Kara and Anne October - December 2023
First pilot evaluation recorded into Google Forms — December 2023

Structured Observations — December 2023

Pilot Check-in with Kara and Anne - December 2023/January 2024

Second pilot evaluation recorded into Google Forms — March/April 2024
Analyze evaluation data & finalize selection — April 2024

Begin ordering materials and arranging for PD — April/May 2024




6-8 Reading Pilot Highlights

Continuous Professional Development provided throughout the year

Standards Based Instruction and Assessment

Engaging texts (ie. poetry, whole class novels, excerpts, informational and fiction texts)
Performance Task Assessments

Writing for a variety of purposes and audiences

Common formative and summative assessments

Student discourse and collaboration

SBA like assessments

Online Platforms

Rigorous and Relevant exploration of unit specific topics

Student centered instruction




2023-2024 DIBELS Performance

+Account District

B Well Below Benchmark [] Below Benchmark

v NEWTOWN PUBLIC SCHOOLS

~ Grade K

NEWTOWN PUBLIC
SCHOOLS Distict

~ Grade 1

NEWTOWN PUBLIC
SCHOOLS Distict

v Grade 2

NEWTOWN PUBLIC
S5CHOOLS Distict

~ Grade 3

NEWTOWN PUBLIC
SCHOOLS Distict

Reference Data (Compare these results against a wider population)

23-24 BOY

23-24 oy I
5&(2104) 53(19%)

Reference Data (Compare these results against a wider population)

23-24 poy I
40(17%) B3(26%%)

2324 moy I
30(12%) 47(19%)

Reference Data (Compare these results against a wider population)

23-24 poy I
S4(18%) 53(18%)

23-24 Moy I
44(15%) 42(14%)

Reference Data (Compare these results against a wider population)

23-24 oy I
44(16%) 47(17%)

23-24 oy I
55(2004) 32(11%)

|
S0{33%) B4{23%)

B At Benchmark

E1{30%)

76(31%)

75{31%)

DE{33%)

10B(37%)

B9(32%)

100{25%)

B ~bove Benchmark

57(21%)

Total Students

Current as of 03/06/2024

62{23%)

B3(30%)

62{26%)

02{38%)

B3(31%)

100{34%)

100{35%)

B5({34%)




I-Ready Performance Reading: Fall to Winter
Overall Placement

42% 23%
v Y.

30% 23% 11% 7%
Fall RO

. Mid or Above Grade Level . Early On Grade Leve One Grade Level Below . Two Grade Levels Below . Three of Mare Grade Levels Below

854 Students 473 Students 460 Students 125 Students 118 Students

|Fromm 616 Students) |From 467 Students) {Fram 591 Students) {From 221 Students) {From 134 Students)




I-Ready Performance Math: Fall to Winter
Overall Placement

30% 5% 3%
9% 5%
ANNNNN

Winter

. Mid or Above Grade Level . Early On Grade Leve One Grade Level Below . Two Grade Levels Balow . Thirese ar Mare Grade Levels Below

643 Students 618 Students 615 Students 93 Students

(Fromm 349 Students) [From 505 Students)

65 Students

[Fram 907 Students) [From 176 Students) {From 103 Students)




5-Year SBA Comparison - ELA

24-Midyear
Projected
Proficiency

Grade 3 64%

Grade 4 70%

Grade 5 77%

Grade 6 71%

Grade 7 74%

Grade 8 70%




5-Year SBA Comparison - Math

24 Midyear
Projected 2023 2022 2021*% 2020 2019

Performance
Grade 3 79% 79% 78% - 73%
Grade 4 79% 74% 68% -—- 76%
Grade 5 72% 61% 58% - 55%
Grade 6 72% 61% 60% -—- 60%
Grade 7 68% 60% 66% - -—- 74%
Grade 8 55% 57% 56% 67%




Multi-Tiered System of Supports (MTSS)

e

(e ALL students (oIn addition to Tier 1)

eCore Instruction . . oSkills focused
. _ — Tier Il Intervention \ .
eDifferentiated to e|ntensive to meet
meet diverse needs e|n addition to Tier | specific student

eSkills focused needs

eTargeted to student

deficits
— Tier | Instruction ——

Tier lI
Intervention

\




Prepare to thrive post graduation g

Expansion of dual enrollment courses to provide students with an early
exposure to higher education and exposure to career pathways

Develop opportunities for hands-on programming to improve career
pathways (Food Truck, Greenery)

Supporting internships at NHS to provide students with professional
exposure, established by forging meaningful partnerships with local
businesses and organizations (SAIL, TAP, TEF

Enhancing professional learning on the Portrait of the Graduate at Newtown
Hlﬂh School to provide educators opportunities for skill development,
collaboration, and reflection to align instructional practices with the school's
vision

Offerin%.more clubs and activities to enrich educational experiences,
leadership qualities, and interpersonal skills

Implementation of community building and career exploration programming
(VVFI)N,ReedPride,) ? ?

The Newtown High School Graphics Department was enlisted to create
marketing materials for the strategic plan, highlighting career opportunities.

Investment in a large format printer for the NHS Graphics Department
suitable for wraps for outdoor use.

Newtown High School!
Aunditorium

-

N

I A —— -

Newtown Greenery




Hire, retain, and develop a diverse and_
exceptional faculty and staff

Train hiring committees to ensure fair evaluations and reviews

Requiring support and training for new teachers and creating mentorship
programs to encourage staff growth

Co?];cinue to develop orientation protocols and enhance the training for support
sta

Hire, retention, and development incentives for paraprofessionals and job
coaches. Worked with All-Star Transportation to advertise recruit drivers

Provide professional learning opportunities to teaching and support staff for
continuous learning and growth

Develop an Increasing Education Diversity Plan

Offer exit interviews to gather feedback from departing employees, aiding in_
understanding reasons for turnover and potential areas of improvement within
the organization

Analyze climate surveys to assess the overall environment and experiences of
students, teachers, and staff, helping to identify areas for improvement and
enhance the educational experience




Strengthen district, family and
community partnerships -

Develop family forums that will foster open communication, collaboration, and mutual
understanding between parents, educators, and administrators, ultimately enhancing
the overall educational experience and support system for students.

e

Expansion of NPS’s DEAI Work plan, sEecificaI_Iy focused on increasing student
achievement and engagement through exploring dimensions of diversity and
navigating necessary conversations.

The capstone project strengthens district family and community partnerships by
providing a platform for collaborative problem-solving, fostering shared ownership of
educational goals, and facilitating meaningful engagément in student learning and
development.

Create a new website that will provide a centralized platform for communication,
collaboration, and resource-sharing, fostering greater engagement and cohesion
among all stakeholders.

Organize school events and activities to foster community engagement, student
development, and a sense of belonging within the school environment.

.| New Website
. Design

Investing in SchoolMessenger is the trusted platform for parent and community
engagement.

Collaboratively working with the town, ARPA funds were leveraged to expand Project
Adventure courses at Reed School and Newtown Middle School; as well as to construct
a new playground at Middle Gate School, enhancing recreational and educational
opportunities for students.

Continued collaboration with the town to fund a facilities study which will lead to
informed decisions regarding projects, allocate resources efficiently, and ultimately
enhance the learning environment for our students and educators.




“...the long-term objective of investing in educators’ skills and
knowledge is to increase the capacity of schools to solve
pressing problems through the application of best practice, not
just to implement someone else’s solutions.”

Richard F. Elmore




P3542.22(a)

Business/Non-Instructional Operations

Food Service

Food Service Personnel - Code of Conduct

The following conduct is expected of all persons who are engaged in the award and
administration of contracts supported by the Child Nutrition Program (CNP) funds. These
programs include the National School Lunch Program, School Breakfast Program, Child and
Adult Care Food Program, and Summer Food Service Program.

No employee, officer or agent of the Newtown School District shall participate in selection or in
the award or administration of a contract supported by program funds if a conflict of interest, real
or apparent, would be involved.

To ensure objective contractor performance and eliminate unfair competitive advantage, a person
that develops or drafts specifications, requirements, statements of work, invitations, for bids,
requests for proposals, contract terms and conditions of other documents for use by the child
nutrition program in conducting procurement shall be excluded from competing for such
procurements. Such persons are ineligible for such procurements regardless of the procurement
method used.

Conlflicts of interest arise when a school district employee:

1. Has a financial or other interest in the firm selected for the award;

2. Is an employee, officer, or agent of the firm selected for the award;

3. Has a member of the immediate family who is an employee, officer or agent of the firm
selected for the award;

4. TIs about to be employed by the firm selected for the award; or

5. Has a member of the immediate family who is about to be employed by the firm selected
for the award.

The Newtown School District employees, officers or agents shall neither solicit nor accept
gratuities, favors, or anything of material monetary value from contractors, potential contractors
or parties to sub-agreements.

The purchase during the school day of any food or service from a contractor for individual use is
prohibited.



P3542.22(b)

Business/Non-Instructional Operations

Food Service

Food Service Personnel - Code of Conduct (continued)

Newtown Board of Education employees, officers and agents shall be governed by the following

rules:

1.

The purchase during the school day of any food or service from a contractor for
individual use is prohibited.

The removal of any food, supplies, equipment or school property, such as official
records, recipe books, and the like is prohibited unless express permission of the Food
Service Coordinator/Business Manager/Cafeteria Supervisor has been granted.

The outside sale of such items as used oil, empty cans and the like will be sold by
contract between the Newtown School District and the outside agency.

Individual sales by any school person to an outside agency or other school person are
prohibited.

Failure of any employee to abide by this Code of Conduct could result in a fine, suspension or
dismissal.

Resolution of Controversies

Any actual or proposed supplier who is aggrieved in connection with a proposed purchase may
protest to the Superintendent or his/her designee.

R bdo=

The protest shall be in writing.
The protest shall be delivered within 10 days of the action which is being aggrieved.
A hearing will be scheduled within 15 days of receipt of protest.

The proposed purchase will be delayed until the protest is resolved unless the delay will
result in disruption of meal service to children. In the event it is determined that the
purchase is necessary, an emergency shall be declared by the Superintendent/Assistant
Superintendent for Business/purchasing agent and emergency purchase procedures will
be followed until protest resolution.

The decision of the hearing officer shall be in writing and shall be delivered to the
aggrieve supplier with proof of delivery required.

The aggrieved supplier shall be notified that an appeal of the hearing officer’s decision is
possible. The appeal request should be written and addressed to the Board of Education.



P3542.22(c)

Business/Non-Instructional Operations

Food Service

Public Access to Procurement Information

1. Procurement information shall be a public record to the extent provided in Connecticut’s
Freedom of Information law.

2. All bid/offers shall be taken under advisement. Between the time an IFB/RFP is opened
and awarded it may be viewed by any company or individual who entered a response, to
the proposed intent to purchase.

a. Any supplier providing information, as a part of a proposal or offer shall stamp each
page or sealed envelope, which they consider proprietary information, “not for public
release.”

b. Should the school district receive a request to release this marked information the
supplier shall be notified within 24 hours and given 10 working days to obtain a court
order to stop release.

c. In 10 working days the party requesting the information shall be provided a copy of
the court order or instructions on when the information may be reviewed.

3. After acceptance, procurement information is available to the general public except as
noted above.

(cf. 3320 — Purchasing Procedures)

(cf. 3323 — Soliciting Prices, Bids)

(cf. 3326 — Ordering Goods and Services, Paying for Goods and Services)
(cf. 3542 — School Lunch Service)

(cf. 3542.31 — Participation in the Nutritional School Lunch Program)

(cf. 3542.33 — Food Sales Other Than National School Lunch Program)
(cf. 3542.34 — Nutrition Program)

(ctf. 4118.13/4218.13 — Conflict of Interest)

(cf. 6142.101 — Student Nutrition and Physical Wellness, School Wellness)

Legal Reference: Connecticut General Statutes

10-215 Lunches, breakfasts and other feeding programs for public school
children and employees.

10-215a Nonpublic school and nonprofit agency participation in feeding
programs.

10-215b Duties of State Board of Education re feeding programs.



P3542.22(d)

Business/Non-Instructional Operations

Food Service

Legal Reference:

Policy adopted:

Connecticut General Statutes (continued)
10-216 Payment of expenses.

State Board of Education Regulations
10-215b-1 School lunch and nutrition programs.
10-215b-11 Requirement for meals.

10-215b-12 Reimbursement payments. (including free and reduced price
meals)

Child Nutrition and WIC Reauthorization Act of 2004, 42 U.S.C. Section
1751.

School Lunch and Breakfast Programs 42 U.S.C. Section 1751 et seq.

National Food Service Programs, Title 7 Code of Federal Regulations, 7
CFR Part 210, Part 220, Part 215, Part 245.

42 U.S.C. Sec. 1758(h)/7 CFR Sect 210.13, 220.7 (School Food Safety
Inspections).

Federal Register (74 Fed. Reg. 66213) amending federal regulations (7
CFR Part 210 and 220).

P.L. 111-296 Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act of 2010 (HHFKA), 42
U.S.C. 1751

7 CFR Parts 210 & 220 — Nutrition Standards in the National School
Lunch & School Breakfast Programs.

Nondiscrimination on the Basis of Handicap in Programs or Activities

Title 7 Chapter 11 of the Code of Federal Regulation Federal Management
Circular A- 102, Attachment 0 FNS Instruction 796-1 Revision 2.

2 CFR 200.318 General Procurement Standards



P6114.6

Instruction
Emergency Closings

Every attempt will be made to keep schools open according to the calendar approved by the
Board of Education. However, there are times when emergency closing of schools is necessary.

Closing of schools, late opening, or early dismissal for inclement weather or emergency
conditions will be decided by the Superintendent of Schools or designee based upon the best
possible information available.

The Superintendent will consult with Newtown Police Department, Department of Public Works,
local meteorologists, local Superintendents and Newtown Public School’s Director of Facilities,
as appropriate, to determine the need to close or delay school.

The Superintendent or designee will notify the Building Principals, the Bus Company, and the
Maintenance Department/Head Custodian as soon as a decision is reached. They The
Superintendent will be responsible for informing staff.

In the case of closing the schools for weather or emergencies, administrators and non-certified
personnel should make every effort to reach their assigned duties as soon as roads are passable or
the emergency condition is deemed safe by school administrators.

Emergency or discretionary leave may be used for those unable to reach a building unless the
Superintendent or designee feels conditions are severe enough that all employees are dismissed
from attending work.

Every effort will be made to notify impacted school community of the status of opening, by
phone, by posting on the District web site, by email and through television and radio broadcasts.

(cf. 6111 - School Year/School Calendar)

Legal Reference: Connecticut General Statutes
10-15 Towns to maintain schools.

Policy adopted:
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2/9/24, 10:11 AM

7 Newtawn Public

1 9/ Schoals

Unit 1:

Unit Plan

Unit Plan
Founders Intent

Newtown High School / Grade 12 / Social Studies
A Week1-Week4 | 9 Curriculum Developers | Last Updated: Jan 31, 2024 by Dech. Amy

Concept-Based Curriculum Unit Template

Purpose of the Unit

The overarching goal(s) of the unit.

To explore the intentions of the Founding Fathers in creating the new government,

Conceptual Lens/Concepts

Concepts are the "big ideas” of the unit. The conceptual lens is a particular concept that focuses the thinking of the unit.

Conceptual Lens: Intentions

Concepts: Power, Legitimacy, Conflict, Cooperation, Compromise, Democracy, Intentions

Generalizations

Critical conceptual relationships that students are expected to
UNDERSTAND at the end of the unit.

1. New governments distribute power based on the intentions
of the leaders of the time.

2. Democracies are designed to empower the people.

3. Separation of Powers relies on conflict, cooperation, and
compromise within the government.

4. Free elections increase the legitimacy of a democracy.

Guiding Questions

A combination of Factual (F), Conceptual (C} and Provocative/Debatable (P)
questions that lead to the generalizations. Label each questions (F), (C) or

(P).

1. New governments distribute power based on the intentions
of the leaders of the time.
1. Why did the Founding Fathers no longer want to live
under British Rule? (F)
2. How did the Founding Fathers remove the King's
authority to rule them? {F)
3. What were the Founding Fathers intentions for the
new government? (C)
Topics: Founding Fathers, Limited Government
2. Democracies are designed to empower the people.
1. What is democracy? (F)
2. How do people show their power within the
government? (F)
3. How much power should the people have in a
democratic government? (C)
4. How is conflict and compromise necessary in the
establishment of a government for the people? (C)
Topics: Declaration of Independence, Articles of
Confederation, Constitution, Federalists/Anti-Federalists,
Republic, Democracy,
3. Separation of Powers creates conflict, cooperation, and
compromise within the government.
1. What are the 3 branches of government? (F)
2. What is federalism? (F)
3. How did the Founders distribute the power to the
three branches of government? (F)
4. In what ways do the Federal and State governments
share power within the constitutional structure? (C)

https://newtownk12.rubiconatlas.org/develop/unit-planner/1 56637backLinkld=unitCalendarYear&yearld=2024 1/4



2/9/24, 10:11 AM Unit Plan

5. In what ways does the checks and balances system,
designed to control the power of the branches, create
conflict, cooperation, and compromise between them?
(€
Topics: Articles 1,2,3, Legislative, Executive, Judicial
Branches, Checks and Balances, Separation of
Powers, Compramise, Federalism, Amendment 10

4. Free elections increase the legitimacy of a democracy.

1. What makes an election free? (F)

2. What makes a democracy legitimate? (C)

3. In what ways do free elections allow people to have
the power in a democracy? (C)

4. Does the election process continue to work as the
Founding Fathers intended? (F)

Topics: Electoral college, legitimacy
Provocative Question:

» Gen2: Do the people hald the power in the American
democratic government?

+ Gen3: Is compromise or conflict more important to
maintaining checks and balances between the branches?

« Gen4: Should the Constitution be amended to change the
design and workings of the Electoral College

Content Knowledge Critical Skills

Critical facts and information that students are expected to KNOW at the Critical skills that students are expected to be able to DO at the end of
end of the unit. the unit.

+ 1. Use real-world digital and other research tools to access, evaluate
and effectively apply information appropriate for authentic tasks.
« 3. Communicate infarmation clearly and effectively using a variety of

Content Knowledge
Students will know:

« the intentions of the Founding Fathers in creating the tools/media in varied contexts for a variety of purposes.
government of the United States; « 6. Value and demonstrate persanal responsibility, character, cultural
- the strength of the Declaration of Independence:; understanding, and ethical behavior.

« the weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation:
« the compramises made to establish the Constitution;
« the structure of the Constitution, and

Notes

» the process of electing a president through the Electoral
College.

Standards

The content standards that are taught and/or assessed in this unit.

CT: Social Studies (2015)
CT: HS: Civics and Government
Dimension 2; Civics

Participation and Deliberation: Applying Civic Virtues and Democratic Principles

CIV 9-12.8 Evaluate social and political systems in different contexts, times, and places that pramate civic virtues and enact
democratic principles.

Dimension 3: Evaluating Sources & Using Evidence

Civics and Gavernment

INQ 9--12.9 Refine claims and counterclaims attending to precision. significance, and knowledge conveyed through the claim while
pointing out the strengths and limitations of both.

Dimension 4: Communicating Conclusions & Taking Informed Action

Civics and Government

https://newtownk12.rubiconatlias.org/develop/unit-planner/1 5663?backLinkld=unitCalendarYear&yearld=2024 2/4



2/9/24, 10:11 AM Unit Plan

@ INQ 9-12.10 Construct arguments using precise and knowledgeable claims, with evidence from multiple sources. while
acknowledging counterclaims and evidentiary weaknesses.

Core Learning Activities

The learning activities that support the acquisition of content knowledge, attainment of critical skills and lead to the generalizations of the unit.
Activities should be clearly articulated, include teacher instructions and identify optional vs. assured experiences.

Thraough the use of the Google slide presentation Founders' Intent Slides*, students will discuss, listen, watch, and analyze the founding of the

nation while completing a(an):
= Reading of the Declaration of Independence
o Reading of Declaration of Independence

+ Analysis of the weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation
o Chart for Weaknesses AofC

» Examination of the 3 branches of government and overall structure of the Constitution
o Using the pocket Constitution and student notes from the textbook , as well as the slides, and
» Discussion of Federalism
o Based on the textbook reading and slides.
« Optional: Making Thinking Visible activity on the Compromises of the Constitution, available within the Google slides

*Throughout the slides we have included notes referencing how we go about the discussions and other options someone may choose. The
notes are a guide.

Vocabulary Resources
Academic and content-specific vocabulary needed to support knowledge, Teacher and student resources used to support the learning.
understanding and/or skills.
Textbooks:
Declaration of Independence, Articles of Confederation, Constitution, Civics Today & Civics in America
Founding Fathers, Limited Government, Federalists/Anti-Federalists, Making Thinking Visible

Federalism, Amendment 10, Compromise, Republic, Democracy, Articles
1,2,3. Legislative, Executive, Judicial Branches, Checks and Balances,
Electoral College, Legitimacy

Assessments

The means by which students will demonstrate what they know (content knowledge), what they can do (critical skills), and what they understand
(generalizations) as a result of their learning from the unit.

Optional: Electoral College Debate | Summative | Other oral assessments

Students will use their learning from the class and additional research to construct arguments to present their claims about the Electoral College
process and refute their opponents claims. This can be done as a mini-debate, whole class debate, or in some other form that works for the
teacher.

7 Mini-dehateProcedures.doc  « CPDehate Rubric docx

2 Standards Assessed

Current News | Other written assessments

To make the content "real" students will he reading and analyzing the news. The will link what they read in the news to what we are studying in
class. They will complete the Current News Assignment (multiple levels of assignment linked) and be prepared to share in class. They will also
need to complete properly formated works cited entries for the news articles.

B CurrentNewsAssignment Bl ModNewsOrganizer [ MLA handout

1 Performance Standard Assessed

https://newtownk12.rubiconatlas.org/develop/unit-planner/15663?backLinkld=unitCalendarYear&yearld=2024 3/4
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Influences on the Founding Fathers | Other written assessments

Students will read from the textbook and listen to Q & A "lecture” using the slides and then analyze and evaluate the documents and
philosophers who influenced the Founding Fathers as they broke free from England.
B 1A InfluencesFF

1 Performance Standard Assessed

Political Shield | Formative | Visual Arts Project

Here are two academic levels of the political shield. This is a formative assessment. It will help to get to know the people in class and get
students to start thinking about government and politics.
B 3 Entry Event_Political Shield £ 2A CT CPPolitical Shield

1 Performance Standard Assessed

Founders Intent Essay | Summative | Other written assessments

Students will respond to the following question in an essay:

Based on the work of the Founding Fathers, your research and in class discussions, In what ways does our government work as the Founders
intended?

This will be research based and will include proper MLA in-text citation and Works Cited page.

3 Standards Assessed

£3 Written Rubric 7

Differentiation

Core learning activities, resources and assessments that meet the needs of all learners.

+ Modified News Assignment
« Slides available in paper and electronic capies
« Graphic Organizer for essay

o Graphic Organizer

Test Prep Connections
As appropriate, include activities that build skills for standardized testing, such as IABs.

https://newtownk12.rubiconatlas.org/develop/unit-planner/15663?backLinkld=unitCalendarYear&yearld=2024 4/4
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Newtown Public

i)/ Schools

Unit Plan

Unit 2: People and Elections

Newtawn High School / Grade 12 / Social Studies
A Week 5 - Week 10 | 9 Curriculum Developers | Last Updated: Jan 31, 2024 by Deeb, Amy

Concept-Based Curriculum Unit Template

Purpose of the Unit

The overarching goalfs) of the unit.

To understand how the election process worlks and what influences the Presidential Election.

Conceptual Lens/Concepts

Concepts are the "big ideas" of the unit. The conceptual lens is a particular concept that focuses the thinking of the unit,

Lens: Interactions
Concepts: Systems, Beliefs, Perspectives, Interactions, Elections, Political Socialization, Political Campaigns

Generalizations Guiding Questions

Critical conceptual relationships that students are expected to A combination of Factual (F), Conceptual (C) and Provocative/Debatable (P)

UNDERSTAND at the end of the unit, questions that lead to the generalizations. Label each questions (F), (C) or
(P).

1. Political socialization influences people's beliefs,

perspectives, and participation in the election process.
2. Outside forces shape campaigns, candidates, and elections
3. Political campaigns initiate the people's interaction with the
gavernment,

1. Political socialization influences people's beliefs,
perspectives, and participation in the election process.

1. What is palitical socialization? (F)

2. What type of political participation do people
perform? (F)

3. Why is political participation important? (C)

4. What is political ideology? (F)

5. How does political ideology influence people's political
participation? (C)

6. From where does political ideology come? (C)
Topics: Ideology, Conservative, Liberal, Socialization

2. Qutside forces shape campaigns, candidates, and elections.

1. What is the two party system? (F)

2. Honors: How do interest groups influence elections?
(F)

3. Honors: What role does the media play in an election?
@]

4, What qualifies a candidate to run for federal elections?
(F)

5. In what ways do political parties influence candidate
stances on issues and therefore elections? (C)

6. What are primaries and caucuses? (F)

7. How do primaries and caucuses influence elections?
()

8. What is gerrymandering? (F)

9. How does gerrymandering affect election outcomes?
(F)

https://newtownk12.rubiconatlas.org/develop/unit-planner/1 56807?backLinkld=unitCalendarYear&yearld=2024
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Content Knowledge

Critical facts and information that students are expected to KNOW at the
end of the unit.

Students will know:
» how people are socialized toward particular political parties.
« how the election process works.
» how views of political parties are formed and shared.
+ the qualifications of candidates for different offices
» the interactions of all stakeholders in the election process.

Standards

The content standards that are taught and/or assessed in this unit.

CT: Social Studies (2015)
CT: HS: Civics and Government
Dimension 3: Evaluating Sources & Using Evidence

Civics and Government

Unit Plan
Topics: Democratic Party, Republican Party, Third
Party, Gerrymandering, Caucus, Primary (Open and
Closed), Party Platforms, Two Party System, Watchdog
3. Political campaigns initiate the people's interaction with the
government.

1. What is a party agenda? (F)

2. How does a party agenda influence people to vote in a
particular way? (C)

3. How do you run a political campaign ? (C)

4. How does the campalign influence voting outcomes?
o)

5. In what other ways can people interact with the
government and the elections? (C)
Topics: National Convention,Campaigning, Party
Agenda, General Election

Provocative Question:
Gen2: Does a two party system hinder elections?

Critical Skills

Critical skills that students are expected to be able to DO at the end of
the unit.

« 1. Use real-world cligital and other research tools to access, evaluate
and effectively apply information appropriate for authentic tasks

» 4. Demonstrate innovation, flexibility and adaptability in thinking
patterns. work habits. and working/learning conditions.

» 5. Effectively apply the analysis, syntheses. and evaluative processes
that enable productive problem solving.

O INQ 9-12.8 Identify evidence that draws informalion directly and substantively from multiple sources to detect inconsistencies in

evidence in order to revise or strengthen claims,

Dimension 4: Communicating Conclusions & Taking Informed Action

Civics and Government

(=) INQ 2-12.10 Construct arguments using precise and knowledgeable claims, with evidence from multiple sources, while

acknowledging counterclaims and evidentiary weaknessas.

() INQ 9-12.12 Present adaptations of arguments and explanations that feature evocative ideas and perspectives on issues and topics
to reach a range of audiences and venues outside the classroom using print and oral technaologies (e.g.. posters, essays, letters,
debates, speeches, reports, and maps) and digital technelogies (e.g.. Internet, social media, and digital documentary).

https://newtownk12.rubiconatlas.org/develop/unit-planner/15680?backLinkld=unitCalendarYear&yearld=2024
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2/9/24, 10:14 AM Unit Plan
Core Learning Activities

The learning activities that support the acquisition of content knowledge, attainment of critical skills and lead to the generalizations of the unit.
Activities should be clearly articulated, include teacher instructions and identify optional vs. assured experiences.

Students will complete:

« the political ideclogical quiz at isidewilh.com and investigate their results to better understand with whom they matched and why. This
will better help them understand the links between ideology and party and how issues influence party affiliation;

+ an Examination of the effects of Gerrymandering through the use of the unit slides and the gerrymandering videos and "games" to
better understand the use of gerrymandering and its influence on elections, and

» through the Tasks listed in the assessments students will participate in a Primary and General Election of the President of the United
States. These tasks take them through the process of influences and interactions between the people and the government and how
elections are conducted.

Vocabulary Resources

Academic and content-specific vocabulary needed to support knowledge, Teacher and student resources used to support the learning.

understanding and/or skills.
hitps:dwwwisidewith.com/

Ideology, Conservative, Liberal, Political Parties, Democratic Party, Republican National Committee: https./www.gop.com/
Republican Party, Gerrymandering, Watchdog, Caucus, Primary (Open Democratic National Committee: https:/democrals.org/
and Closed), General Election, National Convention, Campaigning, Party Civics Today and Civics in America
Platforms/Agencla, Two Party System, Article Ii, Socialization, Third Blank/Create Your Own Electoral Map
Party https:felectoralvotemap.com/
hitps:fwww.2 70towin.com/
Making Thinking Visible
Assessments

The means by which students will demonstrate what they know (content knowledge), what they can do (critical skills), and what they understand
(generalizations) as a result of their learning from the unit.

Elections | Summative | Dramatization
Students will participate in a Primary and General Election to elect a President. They will go through the campaign process from the perspective
of their chosen team (party, campaign, media, interest groups). Teachers can determine how to break up classes into parties and how to present
the debates. The handouts listed below (4, 4a, 5, & 6) are used with lower level classes; the folder has all of the information for the higher level
classes, to be modified as needed.

E2 4. 2023CT CPCampaign TeamsOverviewPacket B 4a. CT CPCampaign TeamsOverviewPacket & 5. 2023CT CPTask_1_Campaign_Teams_Race_Analysis

Bl 6. Task2 CPCampaignPlan&Ad B2 Unit 2: People and Elections

3 Standards Assessed

Differentiation

Core learning activities, resources and assessments that meet the needs of all learners.
+ Breakdown of role and assessment with specific due dates;

+ Match students to the appropriate roles, and
« Use graphic arganizers and models for speeches.

Test Prep Connections
As appropriate, include activities that build skills for standardized testing, such as IABs.

https://newtownk12.rubiconatlas.crg/develop/unit-planner/15680?backLinkld=unitCalendarYear&yearld=2024
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h(v)/ sN:}::/):i:m Public ) &Atlas

Unit Plan

Unit 3: Government and the People
Newtown High School / Grade 12 / Social Studies

o

A Week 11 - Week 16 | 9 Curriculum Developers | Last Updated: Jan 31, 2024 hy Deeb, Amy
Concept-Based Curriculum Unit Template

Purpose of the Unit

The overarching goal(s) of the unit,

To understand how legislation gets passed through Congress.

Conceptual Lens/Concepts

Concepts are the "big ideas” of the unit. The conceptual lens is a particular concept that focuses the thinking of the unit.

Lens: Conflict, Cooperation, and Compromise
Concepts: Cooperation, Conflict, Perspectives, Beliefs, Compromise, Party Alignment, Ideclogies, Democratic Government

Generalizations Guiding Questions
Critical conceptual relationships that students are expected to A combination of Factual (F), Conceptual (C} and Provocative/Debatable (P)
UNDERSTAND at the end of the unit. questions that lead to the generalizations. Label each questions (F), (C) or
(P).
1. Party Alignment and the many differing ideologies produce
conflict in the legislative process, 1. Party Alignment the and many differing ideologies produce
2, Successful democratic governments respond to the varied conflict in the legislative process.
beliefs and perspectives of the people through cooperation 1. How are the parties aligned? (F)
and compromise, 2. How does ideology produce conflict? (C)
3. Conflict and compromise produce a more democratic 3. What is divided government? (F)
legislature. 4. What is unified government? (F)

5. How is conflict different in divided government and
unified government? (C)
Topics: Divided Government, Unified Government, Party
Alignment, Article |, House of Representatives,
Senate, Expressed Powers, Implied Powers

2. Successful democratic governments respond to the varied
beliefs and perspectives of the people through cooperation
and compromise,

1. How do people inform the government of their beliefs
and perspectives? (F)

2. What makes a democratic government successful? (F,
C)

3. In what ways do committees and hearings contribute
to successful governments? (C)

4, How do successful democratic governments respond
to the beliefs and perspectives of the peaple? (C)
Topics: Standing Committee, Joint Commiittee,
Congressional hearing, Constituents,
Conference Committee

3. Conflict and compromise produce a more democratic

legislature.

https://newtownk12.rubiconatlas.org/develop/unit-planner/15695?yearld=2024
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Content Knowledge

Critical facts and informah'on that students are expected to KNOW at the
end of the unit.

Students will know:
« how legislation gets passed through Congress;
« how different congressional committees contribute to the
law making process, and
« the voting options Congress and the President have in
passing/not passing Bills.

Standards

The content standards that are taught and/or assessed in this unit.

CT: Social Studies (2015)
CT: HS: Civics and Government
Dimension 2: Civics

Unit Plan

1. What is the process of passing a bill through
Congress? (F)

2. In what ways do the parties cooperate and
compromise to pass laws? (F)

3. In what ways do the House and Senate cooperate and
compromise to pass laws? (F)

4. In what ways do legislators cast their vote to represent
the people in passing laws? (F)

5. Is cooperation always necessary? (C)
Topics: Gridlock, Veto, Partisan, Trustee, Delegate,
Politico, Bill, Law, Elastic Clause, Robert's Rules of Order

Provocative Questions:
» Gen2: How much of the [aw making process is really about
the peaple?
« Gen2: Da the people run the government?
« Gen3: Does government listen to the people?
« Gen3: What if compromise isn't achieved?

Critical Skills

Critical skills that students are expected to be ahle to DO at the end of
the unit.

« 1. Use real-world digital and ather research tools to access, evaluate
and effectively apply information appropriate for authentic tasks.

» 2. Work independently and collahoratively to solve problems and
accomplish goals.

» 3. Communicate information clearly and effectively using a variety of
toals/media in varied contexts for a variety of purposes.

Participation and Deliberation: Applying Civic Virtues and Democratic Principles

CIV 9-12.2 Use appropriate deliberative processes in multiple settings.

Processes, Rules, and Laws

CIV 9-12.13 Evaluate public policies in terms of intended and unintencled outcomes, and related consequences.

Dimension 4: Communicating Conclusions & Taking Informed Action

Civics and Gavernment

@ INQ 9-12.17 Apply a range of deliberative and democratic strategies and procedures to make decisions and take action in their

classrooms, schools, and out-of-school civic contexts.

https://newtownk12.rubiconatlas.org/develop/unit-planner/15695?yearld=2024
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Core Learning Activities

The learning activities that support the acquisition of content knowledge, attainment of critical skills and lead to the generalizations of the unit.
Activities should be clearly articulated, include teacher instructions and identify optional vs. assured experiences.

Students will complete:
+ a Pretest on Congress to assess their knowledge before we begin;
« aviewing of School House Rock "How a Bill Becomes a Law" to give them a simple version of the process from which we will expand their
knowledge;
« avariety of formative and summative Tasks that will guide them through the process of understanding their constituents and creating
appropriate legislation to satisfy those same constituents.
In addition students will review, with teacher guidance the slides for Unit 3 that take them through content information that will aid them as
they work with their party, their committee, and their home demographics.

Vocabular Resources
Y

Academic and content-specific vocabulary needed to support knowledge, Teacher and student resources used to support the learning.
understanding and/or skills.
CONgess.gov

Divided Government, Unified Government, Bill, Law, Standing house.gov

Committee, Joint Committee, Congressional Hearing, Gridlock, Veto, loc.gov

Partisan, Trustee, Delegate, Constituents, Politico, Elastic Clause, School House Rock's I'm Just a Bill
Robert's Rules of Order, Party Alignment, Conference Committee, Civics Today and Civics in America
Expressed Powers, Implied Powers Making Thinking Visible

i} CPlegBranch23-24 4 %

Assessments

The means by which students will demonstrate what they know (content knowledge), what they can do (critical skills), and what they understand
{generalizations) as a result of their learning from the unit.

Task 3 Committee Work | Formative | Other oral assessments

Students will work within their committees to discuss and debate proposed legislation looking at the language and purpose of the legislation
while assessing the intendec and unintended consequesnces. When they finish they will make a recommendation to the full House.

3 Standards Assessed

Task 1 Constituent Research | Summative | Other Visual Assessmerts

Students will complete Task 1 as they identify the district or state they are representing and investigate the issues of concern for that area. They
will produce a slideshow to introduce themselves and their constituents to the class.

2 Standards Asscssed

Task O Business Card | Formative | Visual Arts Project

Students will select their congressperson and cnduct research so they can "act" as this person would. They will create a business card to post to
the map to show who they are representing.

Na Standards Assessed

Task 2: Bill Writing | Summative | Other written assessments

Students will use their Constituent Research to write a Bill to present to Congress.
3 Standards Assessed

Task 4: Speech To Congress | Summative | Other oral assessments

Students will present a Speech to Congress explain the purpose nd outcomes of their bill, They will work to persuade their fellow legislators to
make the decision to pass their Bill for the good of the American people.
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3 Standards Assessed
Optional- Task 5 Letter to Constituents | Summative | Other written assessments

Students will write a letter to their constituents explaining how they represented them in the congressional session, They will explain the
strategies and procedure they used to maximize the intendend consequences and minimize the unintended consequences.

3 Standards Assessed

Differentiation

Core learning activities, resources and assessments that meet the needs of all learners.

+ Models for Task 1 Constituent Research and Task 2 Bill Writing..
« Graphic Organizer for Task 2 Bill Writing.

» Graphic Organizer for Task 4 Speech to Congress,

» Project broken down into pieces with specific due dates.

Test Prep Connections

As appropriate, include activities that build skills for standardized testing, such as IABs.
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s . . Newtown Public
\‘L/ Schools

Unit Plan

Jh Atlas

Unit Plan

Unit 4: The People and the Courts

Newtown High School / Grade 12 / Social Studies
R Week 17 - Week 20 | 9 Curriculum Developers | Last Updated: Feb 7, 2024 by Uberti, Anne

Concept-Based Curriculum Unit Template

Purpose of the Unit

The overarching goal(s) of the unit.

To examine the court system and evaluate the impact of court decisions on the freedoms and liberties of the people.

Conceptual Lens/Concepts

Concepts are the "big ideas” of the unit. The conceptual lens is a particular concept that focuses the thinking of the unit.

Lens: Justice

Concepts: Justice, Freedom, Rights, Responsibilities, Checks and Balances, Individual Liberties, Dual Court System, Independent Judiciary,

Jurisdiction
Generalizations Guiding Questions
Critical conceptual relationships that students are expected to A combination of Factual (F), Conceptual (C) and Provocative/Debatable (P)
UNDERSTAND at the end of the unit. questions that lead to the generalizations. Label each questions (F), (C) or

{P).

1. The Constitution provides guidelines for the establishment of
people's rights and freedoms protected by a dual court
system.

2. The Constitution establishes the responsibilities and
jurisdiction of the federal court system.

3. The independence of the Court allows them to provide
justice to the people.

4. Through their decisions the courts define the rights and
liberties of the people in an attempt to advance justice for
all.

https://newtownk12.rubiconatlas.org/develop/unit-planner/15700?yearld=2024

1. The Constitution provides guidelines for the establishment of
people's rights and freedoms protected by a dual court
system.

1. What is the Dual Court system?

2. What is the structure and function of the lower
courts? (F)

3. What are the similarities and differences in the
functioning of the state and federal court system? (F)

4. How does the tourt system establish people's rights
and freedoms? (C)
Topics: Dual Court system, State Courts, Federal
Courts, Article lll

2. The Constitution establishes the responsibilities and

jurisdiction of the federal court system.
1. What is jurisdiction? (F)
2. What determines the type of jurisdiction a court has?
(F)
3. What responsibilities fall to the different courts? (F)
4. In what ways does the Supreme Court exercise both
original and appellate jurisdiction? (C)
. In what ways does a court's jurisdiction affect its

v

power within the court system?
Topics: Supreme Court, Justices, Rule of 4, Writ of
Certiorai, Jurisdiction (original, appellate, concurrent),
3. The independence of the Supreme Court allows them to
provide justice to the people.
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Content Knowledge

Critical facts and information that students are expected to KNOW at the
end of the unit.

Students will know:
» the differences between State and Federal Courts;
« the jurisdiction of the different courts;
+ liberties of the people as they are listed in the Bill of Rights,
and
« facts, holding, and rationale of Court Cases.

Standards
The content standards that are taught and/or assessed in this unit.
CT: Social Studies (2015}

CT: HS: Civics and Government
Dimension 3: Evaluating Sources & Using Evidence

Civics and Government

INQ 9-12.8 |dentify evidence that draws information directly and
evidence in order to revise or strengthen claims.

Dimension 4: Communicating Conclusions & Taking Informed Action

Civics and Government

https://newtownk12.rubiconatlas.org/develop/unit-planner/15700?yearld=2024

Unit Plan

1. How do the legislative and executive branches check
on the judicial branch? (F)
2. How does the judicial branch check on the legislative
and executive branches? (F)
3. How does life tenure provide for checks and balances
and promote the independence of the Supreme Court?
(@]
4, What is judicial review? (F)
5. In what ways does the Supreme Court use its power
and independence to provide justice to the people? (C)
Topics: Judicial Review, Marbury V Madisan,
Impeachment independent judiciary,
4. Through their decisions, the courts define the rights and
liberties of the people in an attempt to advance justice for
all. .
1. What are the liberties of the people? (F)
2. What is justice? (C)
3. How is justice established by the courts? (C)
4. In what ways does the court interpret the liberties of
the people? (C)
Topics: Bill of Rights, Liberties, Holding, Tinker V De
Moines, New Jersey V TLO, Morse V Frederick, Hazelwood
V Kuhlmeier, Obergefell V Hodges, Dobbs V Jackson
Women's Health Organization
Provocative Question:
Gen4: Da the courts advance justice for ali?
Gen4: Is there justice in the United States?

Critical Skills

Critical skills that students are expected to be able to DO at the end of

the unit.

« 1. Use real-world digital and other research tools ta access, evaluate

and effectively apply information appropriate for authentic tasks.
+ 2. Work independently and callaboratively to solve problems and
accomplish goals.

« 5. Effectively apply the analysis, syntheses, and evaluative processes

that enable productive problem solving.

Notes

substantively from multiple sources to detect incansistencies in
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() INQ 9-12.13 Critique the use of claims and evidence in arguments for credibility.

@ INQ 9-12.14 Critique the use of the reasoning, sequencing, and supporting details of explanations.

Core Learning Activities

The learning activities that support the acquisition of content knowledge, attainment of critical skills and lead to the generalizations of the unit.
Activities should be clearly articulated, include teacher instructions and identify optional vs. assured experiences.

Students will complete:
« Avresearch assignment of an historic/modern/important court case and exhibit their understanding of said case through the writing of a
court case analysis, and
» Adiscussion of the courts through a slideshow, with videos included, to gain a better understanding of how the courts operate.

In addition, when available and time allows, teachers will invite the SRO into class to discuss how police officers handle individual liberties on

the job.
Vocabulary Resources
Academic and conlent-specific vocabulary needed to support knowledge, Teacher and student resources used to support the learning.

understanding and/or skills.
Court Cases; hitps://wwy.oyez.org/

State Courts, Federal Courts, Jurisdiction (original, appellate, Supreme Court: hitps,/www.supremecourt,gov/
concurrent), judges, Article ll, Judicial Review, Justices, Rule of 4, Civics Today and Civics in America
Supreme Court, Writ of Certiorai, Independent Judiciary, Marbury v Making Thinking Visible

Madison, Impeachment, Bill of Rights, Liberties, Holding, Tinker v De
Moines, New Jersey v TLO, Morse v Frederick, Hazelwood V Kuhlmeier,
Obergefell V Hodges, Dabbs V Jackson Women's Health Organization

Assessments

The means by which students will demonstrate what they know (content knowledge), what they can do (critical skills), and what they understand
(generalizations) as a result of their learning from the unit,

Court Case Mini Debate | Summative | Other oral assessments

In groups of 3 or 5 students will conduct research on a court case that they will then prepare to present to their small group. This can be done as
discussion or full debate with a moderator in the group.

Students can either turn in their research, write a court Brief, or have the moderator score the debate. Teachers have many options with this.
3 Standards Assessecd

and/or Supreme Court Simulation | Summative | Dramatization

Working in 3 separate groups students will argue a case before either the District, Appellate, or Supreme Court. They will prepare case briefs
and present to the assigned court. Students will also have the opportunity to sit as the jury for district courts or as the judges or Justices for the
higher courts.

3 Standards Assessed

Differentiation

Core learning activities, resources and assessments that meet the needs of all learners.
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» Guided selection of cases
» Breakdown of the court analysis
» Structured guided debate

Test Prep Connections

As appropriate, include activities that build skills for standardized testing, such as IABs.
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Unit Plan
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Unit Plan

Duties and Responsibilities of Citizenship
Newtown High School / Grade 12 / Social Studies

A Week 1| 9 Curriculum Developers | Last Updated: Jan 5, 2024 by Deeb, Amy

Concept-Based Curriculum Unit Template

Purpose of the Unit

The overarching goal(s) of the unit.

Conceptual Lens/Concepts

Concepts are the "big ideas" of the unit. The conceptual lens is a particular concept that focuses the thinking of the unit.

Rights and Responsibilities

Generalizations

Critical conceptual relationships that students are expected to
UNDERSTAND at the end of the unit.

1. Many people throughout the world want to participate in and
gain citizenship to the United States.

a. (C) What does it mean to be a citizen of the United States?

h. (F) What are the requirements/process for gaining citizenship?
c. (F) What are the benefits to gaining citizenship?

d. (F) What are the duties/responsibilities of citizenship?

e. (C) Why do some people work so hard to get to the United
States? and earn citizenship?

Content Knowledge

Critical facts and information that students are expected ta KNOW at the

end of the unit.

21st Century Learning Expectations:

» Be able to use real world digital and other research tools to
access, evaluate, and effectively apply information
appropriate for authentic tasks;

« Communicate information clearly and effectively using a
variety of tools/media in varied contexts for a variety of

Guiding Questions

A combination of Factual (F), Conceptual (C) and Provocative/Debatable (P)
questions that lead to the generalizations. Labef each questions (F), (C) or

(P).

Generalization Questions:

1.

a. (C) What does it mean to be a citizen of the United States?

h. (F) What are the requirements/process for gaining citizenship?
c. (F) What are the benefits to gaining citizenship?

d. (F) What are the duties/responsihilities of citizenship?

e. {C) Why do some people work so hard ta get to the United
States? and earn citizenship?

Provocative Questions:

Why do we study American government?

Should we open our doors to anyone who is willing to fulfill the
duties and responsibilities of citizenship?

Should we consider differences between natural born citizens and

naturalized citizens?

Critical Skilis

Critical skills that students are expected to be able to DO at the end of
the unit.

https://newtownk12.rubiconatlas.org/develop/unit-planner/14127?yearld=2024
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purposes.

Standards

The content standards that are taught and/or assessed in this unit.

CCSs: Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science, & Technical Subjects 6-12
CCSS: Grades 11-12
Capacities of the Literate Individual

Students Who are College and Career Ready in Reading, Writing, Speaking, Listening, & Language
They build strong content knowledge, Show Details

Reading: History/Social Studies

Key ldeas and Details 1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; cite specific textual
evidence when writing or speaking te support conclusions drawn from the text.

REL11-12.1. Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources, connecting insights gained from
specific details to an understanding of the text as a whole.

Craft and Structure 4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative, and figurative
meanings, and analyze how specific word choices shape meaning or tone.

RHL11-12.4, Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including analyzing how an author uses and
refines the meaning of a key term over the course of a text (e.g.. how Madison defines faction in Federalist No. 10).

Writing

2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas and information clearly and accurately through the effective
selection, organization, and analysis of content.

WHST.11-12.2, Write informative/explanatory texts, including the narration of historical events, scientific procedures/ experiments,
or technical processes.

Productien and Distribution of Writing 4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.

O WIHST.11-12.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task,
purpose, and audience.

© Copyright 2010, National Governors Association Center for Best Practices and Council of Chief State School Officers. All rights reserved.
CT: Social Studies {2015)

CT: HS: Civics and Government
Dimension 2: Civics

Civic and Political Institutions

CIV 9-12.2 Analyze the role of citizens in the U.S. political system, with attention to various theories of democracy. changes in
Americans’ participation over time, and alternative models from other countries, past and present.

Participation and Deliberation: Applying Civic Virtues and Democratic Principles
O CIV 9-12.7 Apply civic virtues and demaocratic principles when working with others,

D CIV 9-12.10 Analyze the impact and the appropriate roles of personal interests and perspectives on the application of civic virtues,
demacratic principles, constitutional rights, and human rights.

Core Learning Activities

The learning activities that support the acquisition of content knowledge, attainment of critical skills and lead to the generalizations of the unit.
Activities should be clearly articulated. include teacher instructions and identify optional vs, assured experiences.

1. Students will listen to and analyze the "Pledge of Allegiance" and the "Star Spangled Banner."

https://newtownk12.rubiconatlas.org/develop/unit-planner/14127?yearld=2024 2/3



2/9/24, 10:36 AM Unit Plan

Vocabulary Resources

Academic and content-specific vocabulary needed to support knowledge, Teacher and student resources used to support the learning.

understanding and/or skills.
Packet Constitution with supporting documents

Online politial resources as appropriate

Assessments
The means by which students will demonstrate what they know (content knowledge), what they can do (critical skills), and what they understand
(generalizations) as a result of their learning from the unit.

Citizenship Interview | Summative | Narrative Writing Assignment

DOK Level 4 Create

Students will conduct an interview with someane who has immigrated to the United States. In the interview they will ask about the person's
reasons for caming to this country and their ideas about the duties and responsibilities that come along with making the choice to come to
America. This will be graded using the school-wide writing rubric.

8 Standards Assessed

Civic Education Campaign | Summative | Personal Project

As a College Prep (CP) Option

DOK Level 4 Create

Students will participate in a “promoting civic education" campaign. They will design a program to increase knowledge of and participation in
civic responsibilities. The program will be laid out in an informative brochure with supplemental publicity materials and will be graded according
to the CEC Rubric.

B Standards Assessed

Differentiation

Core learning activities, resources and assessments that meet the needs of all learners.

Test Prep Connections

As appropriate, include activities that build skills for standardized testing, such as IABs.
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Unit Pian

Foundations of American Government
Newtown High School / Grade 12 / Social Studies

R Week 2 - Week 5| 9 Curriculum Developers

Concept-Based Curriculum Unit Template

Purpose of the Unit

The overarching goal(s) of the unit.

Conceptual Lens/Concepts

Concepts are the "big ideas” of the unit. The conceptual lens is a particular concept that focuses the thinking of the unit.

Origins

Generalizalions

Critical conceptual relationships that students are expected to
UNDERSTAND at the end of the unit.

1. Political, social, economic, and cultural differences determine the
amount of freedom found in a society.

a. (F) What forms of government exist?

h. (C) What political, social, economic, and cultural factors affect
freedom in a society?

¢. (C) How do these factors affect the freedom people in the society
have?

d. (C) Does the word democracy equate freedom and equality?

e. (C) Does the concept of democracy embrace individualism?

f. (C) If so, are all individuals equal and free in a democracy?

Topics: democracy, freedom, government forms

2. Government systems reflect the purposes and ideals, laid down
by the leaders, in constitutions and other political documents.

a. (F) What did the Founding Fathers believe governments should
do?

b. (F) Which ideals did the Founding Fathers include in the
Constitution? From where did those ideals come?

c. {C) How does the language of the Preamble reflect the idea of the
social contract?

d. (C) How does democracy demand a social contract?

Topics: social contract, political philosophers, histerical political
documents

3. A society's heliefs and principles guide developing governments.
a. (F) Why did America decide to break free from England?

b. (F) How did they go about deciding upon a new form of
government?

c. {F} What are the five basic principles upon which the United
States' Constitution is based?

d. (C) How does the Constitution provide for limits on government?
e. (C) How do principles guide the creation of constitutions?

Guiding Questions

A combination of Factual (F), Conceptual (C) and Provocative/Debatable (P)
questions that lead to the generalizations. Label each questions (F), (C) or

(P).

Generalization Questions:

1.

a. {F) What forms of government exist?

h. {C) What political, social, econamic, and cultural factors affect
freedom in a society?

¢. (C) How do these factors affect the freedom people in the society
have?

d. (C) Does the word democracy equate freedom and equality?

e. (C) Does the concept of democracy embrace individualism?

f.{C) If so, are all individuals equal and free in a democracy?

2.

a. (F) What did the Founding Fathers believe governments should
do?

b. (F) Which ideals did the Founding Fathers include in the
Constitution? From where did those ideals come?

c. (C) How does the language of the Preamble reflect the idea of the
social contract?

d. (C) How does democracy demand a social contract?

3.

a. (F) Why did America decide to break free from England?

b. (F) How did they go about deciding upon a new form of
government?

¢. (F) What are the five basic principles upon which the United
States’ Constitution is based?

d. {C) How does the Constitution provide for limits on government?
e. (C) How do principles guide the creation of constitutions?

f. (C) In a democratic society should it be the expectation that
governments are responsive to the people?

4.

a, (F) What freedoms are given to Americans?
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f. {C) In a democratic society should it be the expectation that
governments are responsive to the people?

Topics: popular sovereignty, limited government, separation of
powers, checks and bhalances, federalism, and constitutions

4. Many people throughout the world want to participate in and
gain citizenship to the United States.

a. (F) What freedoms are given to Americans?

b. (F) What are the requirements/process for gaining citizenship?
c. (F) What are the benefits to citizenship?

d. (F) How many people per year attempt to gain citizenship?

e. {C) Why do some people work so hard to get to the United
States? and gain citizenship?

f. (C) How have governments aided and/or hindered people’s
movements between nations?

Topics: freedom, citizenship, and rights—civil, human, and political
Note: The following Generalization, questions and topics may be
appropriate for Honars or Advanced-Level students.

5. Cooperation. compromise, and solid relations strengthen
government in a federalist system,

a. {F) What responsibilities belong to the state government? The
federal government?

b. (C) How does each promote cooperation among the states?

¢. (F?C) How does the Constitution ensure the people’s autharity
over government?

d. (C) How does federalism allow for political and economic
diversity among states?

Topics: extradition, full faith and credit clause, and privileges and
immunities clause

Content Knowledge

Critical facts and information that students are expected to KNOW at the

end of the unit.

21st Century Learning Expectations:
« Be able to use real world digital and other research toals to
access, evaluate, and effectively apply information
appropriate for authentic tasks

Standards

The content standards that are taught and/or assessed in this unit.

Unit Plan
h. (F) What are the requirements/process for gaining citizenship?
c. (F) What are the benefits to citizenship?
d. (F) How many people per year attempt to gain citizenship?
e. (C) Why do some peaple work so hard to get to the United
States? and gain citizenship?
f. {C) How have governments aided and/or hindered people’s
movements between nations?
5.
a. (F) What responsibilities belong to the state government? The
federal government?
b. (C) How does each promote cooperation among the states?
c. [F?C) How does the Constitution ensure the people's authority
over government?
d. (C) How does federalism allow for political and economic
diversity among states?
Provocative Questions:
Does the US Government live up to the ideals faid down by the
Founding Fathers?
What if any revolutionary changes are necessary in our political
system?

Critical Skills

Critical skills that students are expected to be able to DO at the end of

the unit.

¢ 1. Use real-world digital and other research tools to access, evaluate

and effectively apply Information appropriate for authentic tasks.
« 2. Work independently and collaboratively to solve problems and
accomplish goals.

« 3. Communicate information clearly and effectively using a variety of

tools/media in varied contexts for a variety of purposes.

CCSS: Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science, & Technical Subjects 6-12

CCSS: Grades 11-12
Capacities of the Literate Individual

Students Who are College and Career Ready in Reading. Writing, Speaking, Listening, & Language

() They build strong content knowledge. Show Details
They comprehend as well as critique. Show Details

Reading: History/Social Studies

2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key supporting details and ideas.

RH.11-12.2. Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary that makes

clear the relationships among the key details and ideas.

https://newtownk 12 rubiconatlas.org/develop/unit-planner/13780?yearld=2024
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3. Analyze how and why individuals, events, or ideas develop and interact over the course of a text.

) RH.11-12.3. Evaluate various explanations for actions or events and determine which explanation best accords with textual
evidence, acknowledging where the text leaves matters uncertain.

5. Analyze the structure of texts, including how specific sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of the text {e.g., a section, chapter,
scene, or stanza) relate to each other and the whole.

RH.11-12.5. Analyze in detail how a complex primary source is structured, including how key sentences, paragraphs, and larger
portions of the text contribute to the whole.

Integration of Knowledge and ldeas 7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse farmats and media, including visually and
quantitatively, as well as in words.

RH.11-12.7. Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats and media (e.g.. visually,
quantitatively, as well as in words) in order to address a question or solve a problem.

9. Analyze how two or mare texts address similar thernes or topics in order to build knowledge or to compare the approaches the authors
take.

(] RH.11-12.9. Integrate information from diverse sources, both primary and secondary, into a coherent understanding of an idea or
event, noting discrepancies among sources.

Writing

8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, assess the credibility and accuracy of each source, and integrate the
infarmation while avoiding plagiarism.

() WHST.11-12.8. Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using advanced searches
effectively; assess the strengths and limitations of each source in terms of the specific task, purpose, and audience: integrate
information inta the text selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and overreliance on any one source and
following a standard format for citation.

© Copyright 2010. National Governors Association Center for Best Practices and Council of Chief State School Officers, All rights reserved.
CT: Social Studies (2015)

CT: HS: Civics and Government
Dimension 1: Developing Questions and Planning Inquiry

Civics and Government

INQ 9-12.2 Explain points of agreement and disagreement experls have about interpretations and applications of disciplinary
concepts and ideas associated with a compelling question

INQ 9-~12.5 Determine the kinds of sources that will be helpful in answering compelling and supporting guestions, taking inta
consideration multiple points of view represented in the sources, the types of sources available, and the potential uses of the
sources.

Dimension 2: History
Perspectives
HIST 9-12.1 Analyze how historical contexts shaped and continue to shape people's perspectives
Dimension 3: Evaluating Sources & Using Evidence
Civics and Government

() INQ 9-12.6 Gather relevant information from multiple sources representing a wide range of views while using the origin, authority.
structure. context, and carroborative value of the sources to guide the selection.

INQ 9-12.8 Identify evidence that draws information directly and substantively from multiple sources to detect inconsistencies in
evidence in arder to revise or strengthen claims.

INQ 2-12.9 Refine claims and counterclaims attending to precision, significance, and knowledge conveyed through the claim while
painting out the strengths and limitatians of both.

Dimension 4: Communicating Conclusions & Taking Informed Action
Civics and Government

(7) INQ 9-12.10 Construct arguments using precise and knowledgeable claims, with evidence from multiple sources, while
acknowledging counterclaims and evidentiary weaknesses.
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Core Learning Activities

The learning activities that support the acquisition of content knowledge, attainment of critical skills and lead to the generalizations of the unit.
Activities should be clearly articulated, include teacher instructions and identify optional vs. assured experiences.

1. Students will analyze primary and secondary sources to understand the philosophical influences on the Founding Fathers, and assess the
importance of those influences as they are reflected in the Constitution.

2. Honors and AP Level: Students will read critically a variety of readings, including The American Political Tradition by Richard Hofstadter,
and discuss this question: If the Founding Fathers were alive today, what advice might they have for our government?

Vocabulary Resources

Academic and content-specific vocabulary needed to support knowledge, Teacher and student resources used to support the learning.
understanding and/or skills.
Student textbook with Online textbook Civics Today 2010 @
www.glencoe,com ISBN#: 9780078803093
Lanahan Readings in the American Polity, various editions.
Pocket Constitution, with supporting documents
Online politial resources as appropriate

Assessments

The means by which students will demonstrate what they know {content knowledge), what they can do (critical skills), and what they understand
(generalizations) as a result of their learning from the unit.

Country Freedom Project | Summative | Oral Report

Level DOK Evaluate

Each student will be assigned a nation to investigate. They will research the political, social, economic and cultural make up of the nation and
decide to what extent the nation's people are truly free. This will be graded based on their research through the Information Literacy
Graduation Standard Rubric and it will be presented to class and graded through the Spoken Communication Graduation Standard Rubric.

15 Standards Assessed

Founding Fathers Debate | Summative | Other aral assessments

DOK Level 4 Analyze
Students will participate in a "Founding Fathers Debate," in which they evaluate to what extent the principles and ideals of the Founding Fathers
are still evident in contemporary political culture. This will be assessed using the Founding Fathers Debate rubric

15 Standards Assessed

Differentiation

Core learning activities, resources and assessments that meet the needs of all learners.

Test Prep Connections

As appropriate, include activities that build skills for standardized testing, such as IABs.

https://newtownk12.rubiconatlas.org/develop/unit-planner/13780?yearld=2024 4/4



2/9/24, 10:39 AM Unit Plan
S Newtown Public '
;.\"“(_)/ Sc&hoc»ol.‘s,\/n ) “ Atlas

Unit Plan

Political Beliefs and Behaviors
Newtown High School / Grade 12 / Social Studies

A Week 6 - Week 9 | 9 Curriculum Developers
Concept-Based Curriculum Unit Template

Purpose of the Unit

The overarching goals) of the unit,

Conceptual Lens/Concepts

Concepts are the "big ideas” of the unit. The conceptual lens is a particular concept that focuses the thinking of the unit.

Beliefs/Values, interactions

Generalizations Guiding Questions
Critical conceptual relationships that students are expected to A combination of Factual (F), Conceptual (C) and Provocative/Debatable (P)
UNDERSTAND at the end of the unit. questions that lead to the generalizations. Label each questions (F), (C) or
{P).
1. The design of the American political system is geared toward a 2-
party dynamic. Generalization Questions:
a. (F) What is the 2-party system? What are the other systems that fll.
exist and work? a. (F) What is the 2-party system? What are the other systems that
h. (F) How are political parties involved in electoral politics? exist and work?
c. (C) What positive and/or negative changes would we see with b. (F) How are political parties involved in electoral politics?
multiple prominent political parties? c. (C) What positive and/or negative changes would we see with
Topics: Party systems, Republicans, Democrats, minor parties, multiple prominent political parties?
electoral politics/system 2.
2. Minor or third parties, within the federal election process, can a. (F) What roles do minor parties play in electoral politics?
change elections dramatically. b. (F) What are some active minor parties? What are their key
a. (F) What roles do minor parties play in electoral politics? issues?
b. (F) What are some active minor parties? What are their key c. (C) To what extent do minor parties and their issues impact
issues? elections?
¢. {C) To what extent do minor parties and their issues impact 3.
elections? a. (F) What is ideological consensus?
Topics: different current minor parties ‘b. (F} What are the ideologies behind the Democratic Party? The
3. The American electorate struggles to establish and maintain a Republican Party?
political identity. ¢. (F) How does the electorate develop its political identity?
a. {F) What is ideological consensus? d. (C) To what extent do political parties represent members'
h. (F) What are the ideologies hehind the Democratic Party? The ideclogies?
Republican Party? Provocative Questions:
c. {F) How does the electorate develop its political identity? Is the electorate qualified to make political choices about the
d. (C) To what extent do political parties represent members' leaders of the nation?
ideologies?

Topics: ideology, psychological factors, sociological factors, and the
electorate
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Content Knowledge Critical Skills
Critical facts and information that students are expected to KNOW at the Critical skills that students are expected to be able to DO at the end of
end of the unit, the unit.
) . » 1. Use real-world digital and other research toals to access, evaluate
21st Century Learning Expectations: and effectively apply information appropriate for authentic tasks.
+ Beable to use real world digital and other research tools to « 2. Work independently and collaboratively to solve problems and
access, evaluate, and effectively apply information accomplish goals.
appropriate for authentic tasks « 3. Communicate information clearly and effectively using a variety of

tools/media in varied contexts for a variety of purposes,

« 4. Demonstrate innovation, flexibility and adaptability in thinking
patterns, work habits, and working/learning conditions.

« 5. Effectively apply the analysis, syntheses, and evaluative processes
that enable productive problem salving.

« 6, Value and demonstrate personal responsibility, character, cultural
understanding, and ethical behavior.

Standards

The content standards that are taught and/or assessed in this unit.

CCSS: Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science, & Technical Subjects 6-12
CCSS: Grades 11-12
Capacities of the Literate Individual

Students Who are College and Career Ready in Reading, Writing, Speaking, Listening, & Language
() They build strong content knowledge. Show Details
(2] They comprehend as well as critique, Show Details
() They usc lechnalogy and digital media strategically and capably. Show Details
Reading: History/Social Studies
2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key supporting details and ideas.

D RH.11-12.2. Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source: provide an accurate summary that makes
clear the relationships among the key details and ideas.

Craft and Structure 4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative, and figurative
meanings, and analyze how specific word choices shape meaning or tone.

) RFL11-12.4. Determine the meaning of wortdls and phrases as they are used in a text, including analyzing how an author uses and
refines the meaning of a key term over the course of a text {c.g.. how Madison defines faction in Federalist No. 10).

integration of Knowledge and Ideas 7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse formats and media, including visually and
quantitatively, as well as in wards,

@ RH.11-12.7. Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats and media (e.g.. visually,
quantitatively, as well as in waords) in order ta address a question or solve a problem.

9. Analyze how two or more texts address similar themes or tapics in order to huild knowledge or to compare the approaches the authors
take,

O RH.11-12.9. Integrate information from diverse sources., both primary and secondary, into a coherent understanding of an idea or
event. noting discrepancies among sources.

Writing

Text Types and Purposes 1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts using valid reasoning and
relevant and sufficient evidence,

WHST.11-12.1. Write arguments focused on discipline-specific content.

© Copyright 2010. National Governors Association Center for Best Practices and Council of Chief State School Officers. All rights reserved,
CT: Social Studies (2015)

CT: HS: Civics and Government

Dimension 1: Developing Questions and Planning Inquiry
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Civics and Government
INQ 9-12.1 Explain how a question reflects an enduring issue in the field.

INQ 9-12.5 Determine the kinds of sources that will be helpful in answering compelling and supporting questions, taking into
consideration multiple points of view represented in the sources, the types of sources available, and the potential uses of the
sources.

Dimension 2: Civics
Civic and Political Institutions

CIV 9-12.2 Analyze the role of citizens in the U.S. political system, with attention to various theories of democracy, changes in
Americans’ participation over time, and alternative models from other countries, past and present.

CIV 9-12.5 Evaluate citizens’ and institutions' effectiveness in addressing social and political problems at the local, state, tribal,
national, and/or international level.

Participation and Deliberation: Applying Civic Virtues and Democratic Principles

CIV 2-12.10 Analyze the impact and the appropriate roles of personal interests and perspectives on the application of civic virtues,
democratic principles. constitutional rights, and human rights.

Dimension 4: Communicating Conclusions & Taking Informed Action
Civics and Government

CJ INQ 9-12.11 Construct explanations using sound reasoning, correct sequence {linear or non-linear), examples, and details with
significant and pertinent information and data, while acknowledging the strengths and weaknesses of the explanation given its
purpase (e.g.. cause and effect, chronological, pracedural, technical)

() INQ 9-12.14 Critique the use of the reasoning, sequencing. and supporting details of explanations,

Core Learning Activities

The learning activities that support the acquisition of cantent knowledge, attainment of critical skills and lead to the generalizations of the unit.
Activities should be clearly articulated, include teacher instructions and identify optional vs. assured experiences.

1. Students will analyze Readings from the American Polity.
2. Students will reseatch and compare roles of major and minor political parties.
3. Students will complete political ideological surveys to identify their preliminary political identification.

Vocabulary Resources

Academic and content-specific vocabulary needed to support knowledge, Teacher and student resources used to suppart the learning.

understanding and/or skills,
Student textbook with Online textbook Civics Today 2010 @

www.glencoe.com ISBN#: 9780078803093

Lanahan Readings in the American Polity, various editions.
Pocket Constitution, with supporting documents

Online politial resources as appropriate

Assessments

The means by which students will demonstrate what they know (content knowledge), what they can do (critical skills), and what they understand
(generalizations) as a result of their learning from the unit.

Political Letter | Summative | Expasitory Essay

DOK Level 4 Understand
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Based upon research and class discussion students will write a letter discussing the political process. They can either write why they believe the
electorate is or is not qualified to make political choices about the leaders of the United States, or whether or not they believe the government
is responsive to the people and what changes they believe need to be made. Students may select an appropriate audience for their letter. This
will be assessed with the school-wide writing rubric.

15 Standards Assessed

Palitical Party Assessment | Summative | Visual Arts Project

DOK Level 4 Create

The purpose of this assessment is to educate and inform the school community about the many political parties in our system of government
and what they each represent. . Students will write a two-page paper analyzing that platform and create an aesthetically pleasing poster
highlighting the key points of the political platform of the party. This will be assessed with the Political Party Poster Rubric.

14 Standards Assessed

Differentiation

Core learning activities, resources and assessiments that meet the needs of all learners.

Test Prep Connections

As appropriate, include activities that build skills for standardized testing, such as IABs.
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Unit Plan

Presidential Power and the Bureaucracy

Newtown High School / Grade 12 / Social Studies
RN Week 10 - Week 12 | 9 Curriculum Developers

Concept-Based Curriculum Unit Template

Purpose of the Unit

The overarching goal(s) of the unit.

Conceptual Lens/Concepts

Concepts are the "big ideas" of the unit. The conceptual lens is a particular concept that focuses the thinking of the unit.

Power, Perspectives

Generalizations

Critical conceptual relationships that students are expected to
UNDERSTAND at the end of the unit,

Generalizations:

1. Power ebbs and flows depending on who holds it and the public
perception of it.

a. {F) In what ways has power formally increased and/or changed
since the Constitution was written?

b. (C) Why are changes in government necessary over time?

¢. (C) How do people's perceptions of presidents change based on
history?

2. Leadership and the use of one’s power impacts political culture.
a. (F) What powers does the President have?

b. (F) Who checks Presidential power?

¢. (C) How does the President struggle for power with Congress?
d. {C) In what ways do political parties, the Executive Office of the
President, and the Cabinet influence the President and impact
democracy?

Topics: Powers of the President, checks and balances, power
struggle

3. Perceptions of the roles, responsibilities and powers of a chief
executive evolve over time.

a. (F) Who is the chief executive of the state? The United States?
b. (F) What qualifications are listed in the constitutions as necessary
to become Chief Executive?

¢. (F) How do the constitutions set up the roles and responsibilities
of a Chief Executive?

d. (F) What are the roles (constitutional and assumed) that the
president plays?

e. (C) How does the Constitution impact the roles, responsibilities
and powers of the President?

f. (C) How is the President's power perceived by the people and the
world nations?

Guiding Questions

A combination of Factual (F), Conceptual (C) and Pravocative/Debatable (P)
questions that lead to the generalizations. Label each questions (F), (C) or
(P).

Generalization Questions:

1.

a. (F) In what ways has power formally increased and/or changed
since the Constitution was written?

h. (C) Why are changes in government necessary over time?

¢. {C) How do peaple's perceptions of presidents change based on
history?

2.

a. (F) What powers cloes the President have?

b. (F) Who checks Presidential power?

c. {(C) How does the President struggle for power with Congress?

d. {C) In what ways do political parties, the Executive Office of the
President, and the Cabinet influence the President and impact
democracy?

3.

a. {F) Who is the chief executive of the state? The United States?
b. (F) What qualifications are listed in the constitutions as necessary
to become Chief Executive?

c. (F) How do the constitutions set up the roles and responsibilities
of a Chief Executive?

d. (F} What are the roles {constitutional and assumed) that the
president plays?

e. (C) How does the Constitution impact the roles, responsihilities
and powers of the President?

f. {C) How is the President's power perceived by the people and the
world nations?

4.

a. (F) How do people become candidates for executive office?

h. (C) How does the electoral process impact the quality of
candidates?

https://newtownk12.rubiconatlas.org/develop/unit-planner/13644?yearld=2024
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Topics: Connecticut State Constitution, The Constitution of the
United States of America, qualifications, roles, responsibilities

4, Running for President is different than heing President.

a. (F) How do people become candidates for executive office?

h. (C) How does the electoral process impact the quality of
candidates?

Topics: Electoral College, nomination, primaries, conventions,
caucus, political parties

Note: The following Generalization, questions and topics may he
appropriate for Honors or Advanced-Level students.

5. The bureaucracy, iron triangles, civil service, independent
agencies and commissions all influence the government and how it
runs.

a. (F) What are Iron Triangles?

h. (F) What is the Civil Service?

¢. (F) What is the bureaucracy?

d. (F) What are independent agencies and commissions?

e. (C) In what ways to these groups affect the running of the
government?

f. (C) To what degree does the President have control over these
groups?

Topics: Outside influences on the Powers of the President

Content Knowledge

Critical facts and information that students are expected to KNOW at the
end of the unit.

21st Century Learning Expectations;
» Be able to use real world digital and other research tools to
access, evaluate, and effectively apply information
appropriate for authentic tasks

Standards

The content standards that are taught and/or assessed in this unit.

Unit Plan

W

a. (F) What are Iron Triangles?

b. (F) What is the Civil Service?

¢. {(F) What is the bureaucracy?

d. (F) What are independent agencies and commissions?

e. (C) In what ways to these groups affect the running of the
gavernment?

f. (C) To what degree does the President have control over these
groups?

Provocative Questions:

1. Should the major political parties make a special effort to recruit
and nominate a woman or minority candidate for executive office?
2. Can a woman run the United States of America?

3. Who controls the power of the Executive Office?

Critical Skills

Critical skills that students are expected to be able to DO at the end of

the unit.

CCSS: Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science, & Technical Subjects 6-12

CCSS: Grades 11-12
Capacities of the Literate Individual

Students Who are College and Career Ready in Reading, Writing, Speaking, Listening, & Language

(-] They build strong content knowledge, Show Details

() They comprehend as well as critique.  Show Details

(%) They use technalogy and digital media strategically and capably, Show Details

Reading: History/Social Studies

Key Ideas and Details 1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and te make logical inferences fram it; cite specific textual
evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text.

@ RH.11-12.1. Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources, connecting insights gained from

specific details to an understanding of the text as a whole.

Craft and Structure 4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative, and figurative
meanings, and analyze how specific word choices shape meaning or tone.

(=) RI.11-12.4. Determine the meaning of wards and phrases as they are used in a text, including analyzing how an author uses and
refines the meaning of a key term over the course of a text (e.g.. how Madison defines faction in Federalist No. 10).

https://newtownk12.rubiconatlas.org/develop/unit-planner/13644?yearld=2024
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Writing

2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas and information clearly and accurately through the effective
selectian, organization, and analysis of content.

WHST.11-12.2. Write informative/explanatory texts, including the narration of historical events, scientific procedures/ experiments,
or technical processes.

6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and to interact and collaborate with athers.

(*) WHST11-12.6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update individual or shared writing products in
response to ongoing feedback. including new arguments or informatian.

Research to Build and Present Knowledge 7. Conduct short as well as more sustained research prajects based on focused questions,
demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation.

WHST.11-12.7. Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question (including a scif-gencrated question)
or solve a problem; narrow ar broaden the inguiry when appropriate: synthesize multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating
undlerstanding of the subject under investigation.

8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, assess the credibility and accuracy of each source, and integrate the
informatian while avoiding plagiarism.

WHST.11-12.8. Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using advanced searches
effectively; assess the strengths and limitations of each source in terms of the specific task, purpose, and audience: integrate
information inta the text selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and overreliance on any one source and
following a standard format for citation.

& Copyright 2010. National Governars Association Center for Best Practices and Council of Chief State School Officers. All rights reserved,
CT: Social Studies (2015)

CT: HS: Civics and Government
Dimension 1: Developing Questions and Planning Inquiry

Civics and Gavernment

INQ 9--12.2 Explain points of agreement and disagreement experts have about interpretations and applications of disciplinary
concepts and ideas associated with a compelling question.

INQ 9-12.5 Determine the kinds of sources that will be helpful in answering compelling and supporting guestions, taking into
consideration multiple points of view represented in the sources, the types of sources available, and the potential uses of the
sources.

Dimension 2: History
Perspectives
(Z) HIST 9-12.1 Analyze how historical contexts shaped and continue to shape people’s perspectives
Dimension 2: Civics

Civic and Political Institutions

CIV 9-12.4 Explain how the U.S. Constitution establishes a system of government that has powers, responsihilities, and limits that
have changed over time and that are still contested.

(J] CIV 9-12.6 Critique relationships among governments, civil societies, and economic markets,

Dimension 3: Evaluating Sources & Using Evidence

Civics and Government

@ INQ 9--12.8 Identify evidence that draws information directly and substantively from multiple sources to detect inconsistencies in
evidence in arder to revise or strengthen claims.

Dimension 4: Communicating Conclusions & Taking Informed Action
Civics and Government
E] INQ 9-12.12 Present adaptations of arguments and explanations that feature evocative ideas and perspectives on issues and topics

te reach a range of audiences and venues outside the classroom using print and oral technologies (e.g.. posters, essays, letters,
debates, speeches, reports, and maps) and digital technologies (e.g., Internet, social media, and digital documentary).
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Core Learning Activities

The learning activities that support the acquisition of content knowledge, attainment of critical skills and lead to the generalizations of the unit.
Activities should be clearly articulated, include teacher instructions and identify optional vs. assured experiences.

Suggested Learning Experiences:
1. Students will analyze primary and secondary sources to understand the roles, responsibilities and powers of a Chief Executive, how

perceptions evolve over time, and outside influences.

2. Students will take on the persona of a Presidential/Gubernatorial candidate and apply for the job of Chief Executive through writing a
resume and cover letter. Students must research their candidate fully and persuade the party to accept them as a candidate. They must
take on the persona and "sell” themselves in a well-crafted resume and cover letter.

3. Students will evaluate contemporary mass media events and popular culture references to the Presidency and Bureaucracy.

Vocabulary Resources

Academic and content-specific vocabulary needed to support knowledge, Teacher and student resources used to support the learning.

understanding and/or skills.
Student textbook with Online textbook Civics Today 2010 @

www.glencoe.com ISBN#: 9780078803093

Lanahan Readings in the American Polity, various editions.
Pocket Constitution, with supporting documents

Online politial resources as appropriate

Assessments

The means by which students will demonstrate what they know (content knowledge), what they can do (critical skills), and what they understand
(generalizations) as a result of their learning from the unit,

Presidential Report Card | Summative | Other Visual Assessments

DOK Level 4 Evaluate
Using the roles and powers of the President that we have discussed in class, students will evaluate the job performance of a 20th Century
President, in the form of a report card. This will be assessed using the Presidential REport Card Rubric.

16 Standards Assessed

& Presidential Report Card Assessment & 3

Differentiation

Core learning activities, resources and assessments that meet the needs of all learners.

Test Prep Connections
As appropriate, include activities that build skills for standardized testing, such as IABs.
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Unit Plan
Legislative Powers and Process

Newtown High School / Grade 12 / Social Studies
R Week 13 - Week 16 | 9 Curriculum Developers

Concept-Based Curriculum Unit Template

Purpose of the Unit

The overarching goalfs) of the unit.

Conceptual Lens/Concepts

Concepts are the "big ideas” of the unit. The conceptual lens is a particular concept that focuses the thinking of the unit.

Balance, Interactions

Generalizations

Critical conceptual relationships that students are expected to
UNDERSTAND at the end of the unit.

Generalization

1. Government runs effectively, efficiently, and fairly when the
system and the peoples' wants and neecls are balanced.

a. {F) How is Congress organized and led?

b. (C} In what ways does the organization of Congress bring it
balance?

c. (F/C) How are the powers of Congress checked or limited?

d. (C) How do the federal and state governments share power?

e. (C) How do the people share in this process?

Topics: Constitution, Article 1, Senate, House of Representatives,
qualifications, term limits, membership, leadership, sessions, terms,
committees, reapportionment, continuous bady, bicameral

2. Many, varied outside forces strongly influence law-making bodies
of government,

a. (F) What authority creates state and federal laws?

b. (F) How are state and federal laws created?

c. (C) What influences and pressures are placed on the lawmakers?
d. (C) In what ways do lawmakers reconcile outside forces in order
to create necessary and appropriate laws?

Topics: Law-making, voting options, constituents, agencies,
filibuster

Content Knowledge

Critical facts and information that students are expected to KNOW at the
end of the unit.

21st Century Learning Expectations;

Guiding Questions

A combination of Factual (F), Conceptual (C) and Provocative/Debatable (P)
questions that lead to the generalizations. Label each questions (F), (C) or

{P).

Generalization Questions:

1.

a. (F) How is Congress organized and led?

b. (C} In what ways does the organization of Congress bring it
balance?

c. (F/C) How are the powers of Congress checked or limited?

d. (C} How do the federal and state governments share power?

e. (C) How do the people share in this process?

2.

a. (F) What authority creates state and federal laws?

b. (F) How are state and federal laws created?

c. (C) What influences and pressures are placed on the lawmakers?
d. (C) In what ways do lawmakers reconcile outside forces in order
to create necessary and appropriate laws?

Provocative Questions:

1. Without outside influences would lawmaking be fast and simple?
2. To what extent is Congress a well-balanced, law-making machine,

which runs the country?
3. In what ways does federalism make government effective,
efficient, and fair?

Critical Skills

Critical skills that students are expected to be able to DO at the end of

the unit,
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» Be able to use real world digital and other research tools to
access, evaluate, and effectively apply information
appropriate for authentic tasks

Standards

The content standards that are taught and/or assessed in this unit.

CCSS: Literacy in History/Sacial Studies, Science, & Technical Subjects 6-12
CCSS: Grades 11-12
Capacities of the Literate Individual

Students Who are College and Career Ready in Reading, Writing, Speaking, Listening, & Language
They demonstrate indepencdence, Show Details
They respond to the varying demands of audience, task, purpose, and discipline. Show Details
They value evidence. Show Details
They come to understand other perspectives and cultures. Show Details
Reading: History/Social Studies
2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key supporting details and ideas.

) RH.11-12.2. Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary that makes
clear the relationships among the key details and ideas.
Craft and Structure 4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative, and figurative

meanings, and analyze how specific word choices shape meaning or tone.

(%) RH.11-12.4, Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text. including analyzing how an author uses and
refines the meaning of a key term over the course of a text (e.g., how Madison defines faction in Federalist No. 10),

6. Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text.

RM.11-12.6. Evaluate authors' differing points of view an the same historical event or issue by assessing the authors' claims,
reasoning. and evidence.

Integration of Knowledge and ldeas 7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse formats and media, including visually and
quantitatively, as well as in words.

() RI 1.11-12.7. Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats and media (e.g., visually,
quantitatively, as well as in words) in order to address a question or solve a problem.

8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, including the validity of the reasoning as well as the relevance and
sufficiency of the evidence.

RH.11-12.8. Evaluate an author's premises, claims. and evidence by corroborating or challenging them with other information.

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity 10. Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and
proficiently.

RH.11-12,10. By the end of grade 12, read and comprehend history/social studies texts in the grades 11-12 text complexity band
independently and profciently.

Writing

Text Types and Purposes 1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts using valid reasoning and
relevant and sufficient evidence.

@ WHST.11-12.1. Write arguments focused on discipline-specific content.

2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas and information clearly and accurately through the effective
selection, organization, and analysis of content.

() WHST11-12.2. Write informative/explanatory texls, including the narration of historical events, scientific procedures/ experiments,
or technical processes.
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5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach.

@ WHST.11-12.5, Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriling, or trying a new approach.
focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and audience.

9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.

@ WHST.11-12.9. Draw evidence from informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.

Range of Writing 10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a
single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences.

() WHST.11-12.10. Write routinely over extended time frames {time for reflection and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting
or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.

© Copyright 2010. National Governors Association Center for Best Practices and Council of Chief State School Officers, All rights reserved.
CT: Social Studies (2015)

CT: HS: Civics and Government
Dimension 1: Developing Questions and Planning Inquiry

Civics and Government
INQ 9-12.1 Explain how a question reflects an enduring Issue in the field.
Dimensiaon 2: Civics
Civic and Political Institutions

CIV 9-12.2 Analyze the role of citizens in the U.S. political system. with aftention to various theories of democracy, changes in
Americans’ participation over time, and alternative maodels from other countries, past and present.

CIV 9-12.4 Explain how the U.S. Constitution establishes a system of government that has powers, responsibilities, and limits that
‘have changed over time and that are still contested.

Participation and Deliberation: Applying Civic Virtues and Democratic Principles
@ CIV 9-12.7 Apply civic virtues and democratic principles when working with others.

() CIV92-12.9 Use appropriate deliberative processes in multiple settings.

Processes, Rules, and Laws

CIV 9-12.11 Evaluate rmultiple procedures for making governmental decisions at the local, state. national, and international levels in
terms of the civic purposes achieved.

CIV 9--12.13 Evaluate public policies in terms of intended and unintended outcomes. and related consequences.
Dimension 4: Communicating Conclusions & Taking [nformed Action
Civics and Government

D INQ 9-12.10 Construct arguments using precise and knowledgeable claims, with evidence from multiple sources, while
acknowledging counterclaims and evidentiary weaknesses.

INQ 9-12.11 Construct explanations using sound reasoning, correct sequence (linear or non-linear). examples, and details with
significant and pertinent information and data. while acknowledging the strengths and weaknesses of the explanation given its
purpose (e.8., cause and effect, chronological, procedural, technical)

INQ 9-12.16 Assess options for individual and collective action to address local, regional, and global problems by engaging in self-
reflection, strategy identification, and complex causal reasoning.

INQ 9-12.17 Apply a range of deliberative and demacratic strategies and procedures to make decisions and take action in their
classrooms, schools, and out-of-school civie contexts.

Core Learning Activities

The learning activities that support the acquisition of content knowledge, attainment of critical skills and lead to the generalizations of the unit.

Activities should he clearly articulated, include teacher instructions and identify optional vs, assured experiences.

Suggested Learning Experiences:

https://newtownk12.rubiconatlas.org/develop/unit-planner/13643?yearld=2024
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1. Students will participate in a Mock Congress.

Vocabulary Resources

Academic and content-specific vocabulary needed to support knowledge, Teacher and student resources used to support the learning.

understanding and/or skills.
Student textbook with Online textbook Civics Today 2010 @

www.glencoe.com ISBN#:. 9780078803093

Lanahan Readings in the American Polity, various editions
Pocket Constitution, with supporting documents

Online politial resources as appropriate

Assessments

The means by which students will demonstrate what they know (content knowledge), what they can do (critical skills), and what they understand
(generalizations) as a result of their learning from the unit.

Mock Congress | Summative | Dramatization

DOK Level 4 Apply
Students will create and participate in a Mock Congress. Each student is responsible for creating a bill and presenting a speech and debating

hefore Congress. This will be assessed using the Mack Congress Debate Rubric.

26 Standards Assessed

Differentiation

Core legrning activities, resources and assessments that meet the needs of all learners.

Test Prep Connections

As appropriate, include activities that build skills for standardized testing, such as [ABs.
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Newtown Public
Schoals

)

Unit Plan

& Atlas

Unit Plan

The Function and Workings of the Judicial Branch

Newtown High School / Grade 12 / Social Studies
N Week 17 - Week 19 | ¢ Curriculuin Developers

Concept-Based Curriculum Unit Template

Purpose of the Unit

The overarching goalfs) of the unit.

Conceptual Lens/Concepts

Concepts are the "big ideas” of the unit. The conceptual lens is a particular concept that focuses the thinking of the unit.

Justice

Generalizations

Critical conceptual relationships that students are expected to
UNDERSTAND at the end of the unit.

Guiding Questions

A combination of Factual (F), Conceptual (C) and Provocative/Debatable (P)
questions that lead to the generalizations. Label each questions (F), (C) or

{P).

Generalizations:

1. Supreme Court decisions may challenge and change laws and
government actions and impact American life,

a. (F/C) How are government actions challenged?

b. {F) Who are the Supreme Court Justices?

c. (F) What historical decisions have impacted American life?

d. (C) In what ways have these decisions impacted American life?
Topics: Historic court cases

2. Federal judges and Justices should be free from political
influences.

a. (F) What is the process to become a federal judge or Justice?

h. (C) To what extent may politics influence federal judges and
Justices?

Topics: judicial activism, judicial restraint, incorporation, and judicial
review

3. Jurisdiction in the court system is established by the offense
committed.

a. (F) What is jurisdiction?

b. (F) Which courts have which jurisdiction?

c. (F) What is a dual court system?

d. (F) How are criminal and civil offenses different?

e. (C) In what ways does the jurisdiction of the courts affect the
people involved?

Topics: jurisdiction—original, appellate, exclusive, and concurrent,
dual court system, criminal law, civil law, Supreme Court

4. The court system demands cue process to balance the rights of
the individual with the rights of all.

a. (F) What are justice and due process?

b. (C) How do we identify and exert our individual rights?

c. (C) How does the court system operate to balance these rights?

https://newtownk12.rubiconatlas.org/develop/unit-planner/13645?yearld=2024

Generalization Questions:

1.

a. (F/C) How are government actions challenged?

b. (F) Who are the Supreme Court Justices?

c¢. (F) What historical decisions have impacted American life?

d. {C) In what ways have these decisions impacted American life?
2.

a. (F) What is the process to become a federal judge or Justice?
h. (C) To what extent may politics influence federal judges and
Justices?

3.

a. (F) What is jurisdiction?

h. (F) Which courts have which jurisdiction?

c. (F) What is a dual court system?

d. {F) How are criminal and civil offenses different?

e. (C) In what ways does the jurisdiction of the courts affect the
people involved?

4,

a. (F) What are justice and due process?

h. (C) How da we identify and exert our individual rights?

¢. (C) How does the court system operate to balance these rights?
d. (C) Are individual rights ever more important than the rights of
the whole?

5.

5. The Bill of Rights and the court system protect the liberties and
freedoms of the people.

a. {F) What liberties and freedoms do the people have?

b, (C) In what ways do we see these liberties and freedoms
protected?

c. (C) Why does the court interpret the Bill of Rights?
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d. (C) Are individual rights ever more important than the rights of Provocative Questions:

the whole? 1. How would the impact of the Supreme Court decisions be
Topics: Bill of Rights, individual rights, due process, court system, different at different historical times?

and justice 2. How can Supreme Court Justices avoid allowing politics to
5. The Bill of Rights and the court system protect the liberties and influence their decisions?

freedoms of the people. 3. Do all people deserve the rights they are given in the United
a. (F) What liberties and freedoms do the peaple have? States?

b. (C} In what ways do we see these liberties and freedoms
protected?

c. (C) Why does the court interpret the Bill of Rights?
Topics: judicial review, liberties and freedoms, Bill of Rights

Content Knowledge Critical Skills
Critical facts and information that students are expected to KNOW at the Critical skills that students are expected to be able to DO at the end of
end of the unit. the unit.

21st Century Learning Expectations:
« Be able to use real world digital and other research tools to
access, evaluate, and effectively apply information
appropriate for authentic tasks

Standards

The content standards that are taught and/or assessed in this unit.

CCSS: Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science, & Technical Subjects 6-12
CCSS: Grades 11-12
Capacities of the Literate Individual

Students Who are College and Career Ready in Reading, Writing, Speaking, Listening, & Language
(v) They demonstrate indepencence, Show Details
They respond to the varying demands of audience, task, purpose, and discipline, Show Detalls
They value evidence, Show Details
Reading: History/Social Studies
3. Analyze how and why individuals, events, or ideas develap and interact over the course of a text.

RH.11-12.3. Evaluate various explanations for actions or events and determine which explanation best accords with textual
evidence, acknowledging where the text leaves matters uncertain

5. Analyze the structure of texts, including how specific sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of the text {e.g., a section, chapter,
scene, or stanza) relate to each other and the whole.

RH.11-12.5. Analyze in detail how a complex primary source is structured, including how key sentences, paragraphs, and larger
portions of the text contribute to the whole.

6. Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text.

RH.11-12.6. Evaluate authors' differing points of view an the same historical event or issue by assessing the authors’ claims,
reasoning, and evidence.

8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, including the validity of the reasoning as well as the relevance and
sufficiency of the evidence.

RH.11-12.8. Evaluate an authoer's premises, claiims, and evidence by corroborating or challenging them with ather information,

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity 10. Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and
proficiently.
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() RH.11-12.10. By the end of grade 12. read and comprehend history/social studies texts in the grades 1112 text complexity hand
independently and prohciently.

Writing

Text Types and Purposes 1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts using valid reasoning and
relevant and sufficient evidence,

WHST.11-12.1. Write arguments focused on discipline-specific content.

Production and Distribution of Writing 4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience,

WHST.11-12.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task,
purpose, and audience,

5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach.

@ WHST.11-12.5, Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach,
focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and audience.

6. Use technology, including the Internet, to praduce and publish writing and to interact and collaborate with others.

WHST.11-12.6. Use technology. including the Internet, to produce. publish, and update individual or shared writing products in
response ta ongaing feedback, including new arguments or information.

Research to Build and Present Knowledge 7. Canduct short as well as mare sustained research projects hased on focused questions,
demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation.,

WHST.11-12.7. Conduct shart as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question)
or solve a problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating

understanding of the subject under investigation.

9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.
WHST.11-12.9, Draw evidence from informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.
© Copyright 2010. National Governors Association Center for Best Practices and Council of Chief State School Officers. All rights reserved.
CT: Social Studies (2015)

CT: HS: Civics and Government
Dimension 1: Developing Questions and Planning Inquiry

Civics and Government
INQ 9-12.1 Explain how a question reflects an enduring issue in the field.

@ INQ 9--12.2 Explain points of agreement and clisagreement experts have about interpretations and applications of disciplinary
concepts and ideas associated with a compelling question.

INQ 9-12.3 Explain points of agreement and disagreement experts have about interpretations and applications of disciplinary
cancepts and ideas associated with a supporting question,

Dimension 2: History
Perspectives
HIST 9-12.1 Analyze haw historical contexts shaped and continue to shape people's perspectives
Dimension 2: Civics
Civic and Political Institutions

CIV 9-12.4 Explain how the U.S, Constitulion establishes a system of government that has powers, responsibilities, and limits that
have changed aver time and that are still contested.

Participation and Deliberation: Applying Civic Virtues and Democratic Principles

CIV 9-12.9 Use appropriate deliberative processes in multiple settings.

Processes, Rules, and Laws

https://newtownk12.rubiconatlas.org/develop/unit-planner/13645?yearld=2024
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CIV 9-12.12 Analyze how people use and challenge local, state. national, and international laws to address a variety of public issues.

CIV 9-12.14 Analyze historical, contemporary, and emerging means of changing societies, promoting the comman good, and
protecting rights,

Dimension 3: Evaluating Sources & Using Evidence
Civics and Government

O INQ 9-12.9 Refine claims and counterclaims attending to precision, significance, and knowledge conveyed through the claim while
pointing out the strengths and limitations of both.

Dimension 4: Communicating Conclusions & Taking Informed Action

Civics and Government

O INQ 9--12,10 Construct arguments using precise and knowledgeable claims, with evidence from multiple sources. while
acknowledging counterclaims and evidentiary weaknesses.

INQ 9-12.11 Construct explanations using sound reasoning. correct sequence (linear or non-linear), examples, and details with

significant and pertinent information and data. while acknowledging the strengths and weaknesses of the explanation given its
purpose {e.g., cause and effect, chronelogical, procedural, technical)

Core Learning Activities

The learning activities that support the acquisition of content knowledge, attainment of critical skills and lead to the generalizations of the unit,

Activities should be clearly articulated, include teacher instructions and identify optional vs. assured experiences.

Suggested Learning Experiences:
1. A speaker from the Jury Outreach Program will be invited to discuss the court system and how it operates to establish justice. This
presentation includes how jurors are selected for duty and the responsibilities of those who become jurors.
2. Students will identify and prioritize rights which are protected by the Bill or Rights versus those that would not be protected and
examine why.
3. Students will conduct debates, whole class or mini-debates, on a range of controversial court cases, decisions, and/or contemporary

issues,
Vocabulary Resources
Academic and content-specific vocabulary needed to support knowledge, Teacher and student resources used to support the learning.

understanding and/or skills.
Student textbook with Online textbook Civics Today 2010 @
www.glencoe.com ISBN#: 9780078803093
Lanahan Readings in the American Polity, various editions,
Pocket Constitution, with supporting documents
Online politial resources as appropriate

Assessments

The means by which students will demonstrate what they know (content knowledge), what they can do (critical skills), and what they understand
{generalizations) as a result of their learning from the unit,

Historic Court Batlles | Summative | Other written assessments

DOK Level 4 Analyze
Students will research Supreme Court cases. They will either participate in a Supreme Court simulation or create a Legal Brief for an Historic
Court case. This will be assessed on either the Supreme Court Rubric or the Historic Cases Rubric.

25 Standards Assessed
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Differentiation

Core learning activities, resources and assessments that meet the needs of all learners.

Test Prep Connections

As appropriate, include activities that build skills for standardized testing, such as IABs.
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Please Note: These minutes are pending approval.
Board of Education
Newtown, Connecticut

Minutes of the Board of Education meeting held on March 5, 2024 at 7:00 p.m. in the Council
Chambers, Municipal Office Building, 3 Primrose Street.

A. Plante, Chair C. Melillo
J. Vouros, Vice Chair A. Uberti
D. Ramsey, Secretary T. Vadas
S. Tomai 1 Staff
C. Gilson 2 Public
D. Linnetz 1 Press
G. Petertonjes

A. Jerfy

MOTION: Mr. Ramsey moved that the Board of Education go into executive session regarding a
personnel request and invite Mr. Melillo. Mrs. Tomai seconded. Motion passes unanimously.
Item 1 — Executive Session

Executive session began at 6:45 and ended at 6:48 p.m.

Mrs. Plante called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Item 2 — Pledge of Allegiance

Item 3 — Action on Personnel Request

MOTION: Mr. Ramsey moved that the Board of Education support, as recommended by the
Superintendent, Julie Shull’s request pertaining to Article 31.2 of the teacher contract.

Mrs. Linnetz seconded. Motion passes unanimously.

Item 4 — Consent Agenda

MOTION: Mr. Ramsey moved that the Board of Education approve the consent agenda which
includes a donation to Newtown High School and the correspondence report.

Mrs. Linnetz second. Motion passes unanimously.

Item 5 — Public Participation

Item 6 — Reports

Chair Report: Mrs. Plante reported that the Board of Finance made a recommendation to the
Legislative Council to reduce the Board of Education budget by approximately $1M. Of that
amount, $455,000 will be replaced by funds from the Town’s nonrecurring account and those
funds will go to our buildings and grounds projects as in the past. Now it proceeds to the
Legislative Council. She and Mr. Melillo will be at their Education Subcommittee meeting on
March 11. Also, she and several Board members were at Sandy Hook School to celebrate
Read Across America and enjoyed reading to students.

Superintendent’s Report: Last Friday he also read in Ms. Walsky’s kindergarten class at Sandy
Hook School for Read Across America Day. He attended the Newtown Band and Guard
extravaganza Saturday night with over 25 teams competing. He congratulated Emily Metzker,
Grace Fischer, Tanner Mapes, and Hope Kenney for being given the Newtown Rotary Club’s
Student of the Month award, which recognizes their hard work, dedication and exemplary
character. March marks Women'’s History Month, which celebrates contributions and
achievements of women throughout history and empowers students to appreciate and honor
their contributions and accomplishments.



Board of Education -2- March 5, 2024

Committee Reports:

Mrs. Linnetz reported on the Policy Committee meeting and thanked Mr. Ramsey for joining the
committee. They discussed the emergency preparedness and safety policies along with the two
new policies on the agenda regarding emergency closings and food service personnel code of
conduct which is a required policy.

Mrs. Tomai asked if they were going to address the policy on parents opting out of books.
Mrs. Linnetz expects it to be on Monday’s agenda.

Mr. Ramsey reported that Curriculum and Instruction reviewed presentations on the two
curriculums on the agenda.

Mrs. Tomai noted that Head O’Meadow will celebrate literacy week the end of March and invited
parents and Board members to read books to their students on March 25.

Mr. Ramsey attended the percussion extravaganza hosted by the high school which included
students from towns in Connecticut and New York. He was honored to hand out awards.

Student Reports:

Mr. Petertonjes reported that winter athletics were coming to an end and students are signing

up for spring sports. The boys’ lacrosse team is hosting a dodgeball tournament where teams
compete for the final cash prize as a fundraiser for their team later this month. The Computer
Honor Society is working with the middle school on an event to convince incoming students to
take computer science classes at the high school.

Mr. Jerfy said more and more seniors are using the career center for college and scholarship
information. AP Government classes have been hosting mock trials and debates on gun
violence over the past couple of weeks. Members of the local government have been in the
lunchroom today giving students 18 or turning 18 before the election the opportunity to register
to vote. The high school is preparing to perform their rendition of the musical comedy
“‘Urinetown.”

Financial Report Month Ending January 31, 2024

MOTION: Mr. Ramsey moved that the Board of Education approve the financial report and
transfers for the month ending January 31, 2024. Mrs. Tomai seconded. Motion passes
unanimously.

Item 7 — Old Business

Iltem 8 — New Business

Mrs. Linnetz spoke about Policy 3542.22 Food Service Personnel — Code of Conduct. We put
this forward as a CABE recommended policy. Mrs. Vadas researched this policy and reported
that it was the standard for other districts also.

Mr. Gilson asked if it was required.
Mrs. Linnetz said in the beginning of the year we found this policy was missing.
Mrs. Vadas said it is required and other districts have it.

Mrs. Linnetz referred to Policy 6114.6 Emergency Closings and said we don’t currently have this
and is recommended but not required. We felt it should be one of ours. Mr. Melillo was integral
in providing feedback on the CABE recommended policy and also recommended some edits
along with other committee members.
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First Read of Modern U.S. History Curriculum:
Mr. Ramsey appreciated this curriculum and it also aligns well with the State standards.
Mr. Gilson said he was impressed with the teachers and asked for the presentation slides.

First Read of Modern U.S. History Curriculum:
Mr. Ramsey said we have a good dialogue with the teachers at the C & | meetings. They are
engaged with the students in these classes.

Mr. Gilson noted that Candi Dietter engages the students taking this course and also provides
multi-media resources.

Mrs. Uberti saw students in this class today learning about the Electoral College and they were
encouraging those who will be 18 to register to vote. An option is also to record their
presentations to share with the Board.

Minutes of February 22, 2024
MOTION: Mr. Ramsey moved that the Board of Education approve the minutes of
February 22, 2024. Mrs. Tomai seconded. Motion passes unanimously.

Item 9 — Public Participation
MOTION: Mrs. Linnetz moved to adjourn. Mr. Gilson seconded. Motion passes unanimously.

Item 10 — Adjournment
The meeting adjourned at 7:30 p.m.

Respectfully submitted:

Donald Ramsey
Secretary



Please Note: These minutes are pending Board approval.

Board of Education
Newtown, Connecticut

Minutes of the special Board of Education meeting held on March 11, 2024 in the Board of
Education Conference Room, 3 Primrose Street, Newtown, Connecticut.

A. Plante, Chair

J. Vouros, Vice Chair (absent)
D. Ramsey, Secretary

S. Tomai

C. Gilson

D. Linnetz

Item 1 — Call to Order
Mrs. Plante called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.

MOTION: Mrs. Tomai moved that the Board of Education go into executive session to interview
candidates to fill the Board of Education vacancy. Mr. Gilson seconded. Motion passes
unanimously.

Item 3 — Executive Session
The Board exited executive session at 9:20 p.m.

MOTION: Mrs. Tomai moved to adjourn the meeting. Mr. Gilson seconded.
Motion passes unanimously.

Item 4 — Adjournment
The meeting adjourned at 9:20 p.m.

Respectfully submitted:

Donald Ramsey
Secretary
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